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By Mario Rossi 

Special correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 
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N ations 


Israelis are expressing 






increasing con- 
rn over the situation of Jews living in 
rab countries. 

They have repeatedly called the problem 

attention of Secretary-General U 
and urged direct investigations by 
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e United Nations. 

The countries involved are the United 
rab Republic, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon. 
According to the Israelis, these are the 
ost recent anti-Jewish developments* 

In Egypt, nearly all heads of Jewish 
milies are in prison and the International 

;d Cross has not been allowed to inves' 
te. * 

In Iraq, Jews cannot dispose freely 
Heir properties. 

• In Syria, the population has been aj 
sed to avoid the Jews, thus making it ve 
fficult for the latter to earn a living. 

1 There exists, however, serious legal a 
tical obstacles to a UN investigation. 

umanitarian issues pushed 

In the summer of 1967, both the Gei 
imbly and the Security Council 
essed their concern about huraanit 
estions in the Middle East are 
•illy the civil population - 
iers of war in th 














(Et a “Daily News** reporter) 

The International Buddmst 
Association has lodged a strong 
protest with the Committee on 
Human Rights of the United 
Nations Organization against 
the alleged incarceration and 
extermination of * minorities 
belonging to the Jewish faith 
in Iraq, Syria and Egypt. 

The Association in a cable 
sent to the United Nations 
says:— “Masses of Buddhist 
laity and the Maha Sangha 
in Ceyion and around the 
world are deeply shocked by 
the news of the prevailing 
situation and human rights 
of minorities in Iraq, Syria and 
E&ypt belonging to the Jewish^ 
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„rabische Staaten 

unterdriicken die Juden 

Die Vereinten Nationen *chwelg«r 
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Protest notwandlg 

Die Geschchnisse im N^ 
■etnahe taglichen Zw.Hchenfallen an 

e und im Okkupationsgebiet is 

Inen Aspekt der Nabostkr.se 




Foltermethoden aus. In Syr.en w.e m 
Lo die Juden sich aus Angst .n ^ 
sern versebanzt hatten, war diese 
wahUe Finsperrung zum_W 
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STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 































One of the documents cited in this 
booklet is a resolution adopted by the 
World Islamic Congress in Amman, Jor¬ 
dan, on 22 September 1967. The re¬ 
solution speaks, among other things, of 
“the Moslems’ good treatment and pro¬ 
tection (of Jews) over the centuries”. 

Looking back over those centuries, 
admittedly one will find that, in some 
Moslem countries, some of the time, 
there were tolerably good relations be¬ 
tween the Jews and the Moslem au¬ 
thorities. But this was not the general 
picture. For hundreds of years, in fact, 
the Jews living in Arab countries have 
been treated as second-class citizens, 
subject to various forms of discrimina- 








tion. Their lives and property were as¬ 
sured to them only on the payment of 
a poll-tax ( jizyah ), and in the less ad¬ 
vanced Arab countries—such as Ye¬ 
men—their status was one of marked 
inferiority. A Jew was not permitted to 
walk on the pavement or ride a horse. 
In court, his evidence was not accepted 
against that of a Moslem. Jewish or¬ 
phans were compulsorily converted to 
Islam; anyone who helped such child¬ 
ren to escape did so at the risk of his 
life. 

The emergence of Arab nationalism 
in the present century, side by side with 
the regeneration of Jewish nationalism 
and, subsequently, the rebirth of the 
State of Israel, produced new forms of 
intolerance and oppression. Through the 
denial of licences and Government 
financing, and restrictions on travel, the 
Jews were gradually driven out of their 
trades and professions and were unable 
to find employment in other walks of life. 
In Iraq, for example. Government posts 
were closed to Jews; State-controlled 
enterprises, too, employed only Moslems. 
The Jews were issued no passports. In 
the secondary schools and universities, 
an unofficial numerus clausus operated 
against them; again. Government 
schools and universities admitted no 
Jews at all. There, as in other Moslem 
lands, the Jews became an ever-present 
target of administrative and social dis¬ 
crimination and, in times of political ten¬ 
sion, of physical attack. 

Arab leaders have frequently em¬ 
phasized, in recent decades, that their 
opposition was directed only against 
Zionism and not against Jews generally, 
but the anti-Jewish riots which erupted 
during periods of internal political un¬ 
rest in these countries and the econo¬ 
mic and social disabilities imposed on 


the Jews—as Jews—by the Arab Gov¬ 
ernments make a mockery of these 
pleas. 

The emergence of the State of Israel 
in the ancestral Jewish homeland in 
1948 led to two developments: (1) in 
its wake came a worsening of the si¬ 
tuation of the Jews in the Arab coun¬ 
tries; and (2) it galvanized hundreds of 
thousands of these Jews into action to 
alleviate their lot. With their belief in 
their own human dignity suddenly res¬ 
tored and a new hope kindled in their 
breasts for a better kind of life, more 
than half a million Jews who had been 
living in Arab lands—some ever since 
the original expulsion of Jews from an¬ 
cient Israel—left, with little more than 
the shirts on their backs, and came to 
start life all over again in Israel. Toge¬ 
ther with their children, these Jewish 
refugees (actually, they have long since 
ceased to be refugees, in name and in 
fact) today number nearly a million 
souls. 

In the years that followed, the situa¬ 
tion of the thousands of Jews who re¬ 
mained in the Arab countries continued 
to be precarious, as they were virtually 
held hostage by the Arab Governments 
in their war against the State of Israel. 
Once again, these Jews were made to 
suffer for the failure of the Arab States’ 
attempt to destroy Israel in May and 
June 1967: a new wave of murders, ar¬ 
bitrary arrests, torture and imprison¬ 
ment, discriminatory legislation and 
sundry restrictions and acts of debase¬ 
ment swept the Moslem countries of the 
Middle East. 

This booklet—composed almost in 
its entirety of testimony, letters, official 
statements and other documents—pre¬ 
sents the latest chapter of a long and 
shameful story. 
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UN Must Examine 
Welfare of Jews 

in Arab Lands 

4 

The United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution of 19 December 1968, 
calling for an inquiry into civilian 
welfare in the areas under Israel's 
control since the 1967 war—without 
any mention of the deteriorating con¬ 
dition of the Jewish populations in 
Arab lands—must be seen against 
the following background: 

In June 1967, the Security Council 
passed Resolution 237, which empower¬ 
ed the Secretary-General to send, a 
Special Representative to the Middle 
East with the task of inquiring into the 
welfare of civilians in the wake of the 
war. 

Thereupon, a Special Representative, 
Dr. Nils Gussing, of Sweden, was sent 
out. When Dr. Gussing asked the Sec¬ 
retary-General whether his inquiries 
should embrace Jews in Arab countries 
involved in the June war, U Thant re¬ 
plied affirmatively, as reported by him 
on 15 September 1967: 

“Since the outbreak of the recent 
hostilities, Israel has expressed con¬ 
cern about the treatment of Jewish 


minorities, particularly in certain Arab 
States. Upon his arrival, the Special 
Representative was approached on 
this subject by the Israel Government. 
The Special Representative, not being 
sure whether this particular humani¬ 
tarian problem should be inquired 
into under his terms of reference, 
consulted the Secretary-General. The 
Secretary-General informed him that 
the provisions of Security Council 

Resolution 237 (1967) might pro¬ 
perly be interpreted as having ap¬ 
plication to the treatment, at the 
time of the recent war and as a 
result of that war, of both Arab and 
Jewish persons in the States which 
are directly concerned 'because of 
their participation in that war.” 

Dr. Gussing visited Israel, was ac¬ 
corded full cooperation and submitted 
an exhaustive report on the situation 
in*the Israel-administered areas. Both 
Egypt and Syria, however, refused to 
cooperate with the Secretary-General’s 
emissary. Thus, while the Secretary-Ge¬ 
neral’s report of 15 September 1967 
does include a chapter on Jews in the 
Arab countries, it is inevitably a frag¬ 
mentary one. 

In April 1968, U Thant again sought 
the consent of the countries involved 
to appoint a second Special Represen¬ 
tative to inquire into the implementation 
of the Resolution, in line with the pre¬ 
cedent and mandate of the Gussing 
mission. Israel accepted in principle, 
provided that the inquiry would again 
include the welfare of Jews in Egypt 
and Syria, and also be extended to em¬ 
brace the Jews of Iraq and Lebanon: 
disquieting reports from those countries 

justified their inclusion in the mission. 

% 

Again, the Arab States refused to allow 
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and the matter returned to the Security 
Council. The Council, six of whose fifteen 
members do not even have diplomatic 
relations with Israel, submitted to Arab 
pressure and adopted the Resolution of 
27 September 1968, limiting the in¬ 
vestigation to the Israel-held territories. 
A similar resolution was passed by the 
General Assembly on 19 December 
1968. The Israel delegation rejected 
the Resolution in the following terms: 

“The Resolution completely ignores 
the tragic plight of the Jewish ci¬ 
vilians in the area of hostilities who 
to this very day are being perse¬ 
cuted, maltreated and deprived of 
their fundamental freedoms and hu¬ 
man rights in the wake of the June 
1967 War. Their situation cries out 
for the concern of the international 
community far more than the situa¬ 
tion of the Arab inhabitants in Is¬ 
rael-held territories. In the latter case, 
the Israel authorities are fully ensur¬ 
ing their safety, welfare and secu¬ 
rity. 

“My delegation cannot support a 
discriminatory resolution of this na¬ 
ture which supposedly deals with hu¬ 
man rights by actually denying them. 
We protest against the deliberate at¬ 
tempts to ignore the suffering of Jew¬ 
ish communities which were original¬ 
ly included in the mandate of the 
humanitarian mission to the Middle 
East and only later excluded as a 
result of the Arab countries’ condi¬ 
tions, pressures and objections. 
“Compare the record of the Israel- 
administered territories which are 
open to thousands of visitors, news¬ 
papermen, diplomats, politicians, mi¬ 


nisters of religion and others from 
all over the world, including thou¬ 
sands of Arabs from neighbouring 
countries, to see and to visit—to that 
of the Arab countries denying all 
outside access to and scrutiny of the 
helpless Jewish victims in their midst. 
“For these reasons, my Government 
rejects this Resolution outright as 
being one-sided and tainted with 
discrimination . . . 

/“My delegation has been gratified 
to note that the great majority of 
impartial member-States who main¬ 
tain normal relations with both Is¬ 
rael and the Arab States have re¬ 
fused to support the proposal . . .” 

Israel is willing to receive, and to co¬ 
operate with, a UN Representative or 
fact-finding mission on the same basis 
as was laid down for the fact-finding 
mission of Dr. Gussing last year, namely, 
the text of Resolution 237 of 1967 as 
interpreted in U Thant’s report of 15 
September 1967. As soon as the Gov¬ 
ernments of the Arab States that took 
part in the war give their assurance 
that the representative or team of re¬ 
presentatives will have the access and 
cooperation indispensable to the fulfil¬ 
ment of such a mission in respect of 
the Jewish minorities in their countries, 
the Government of Israel will be ready 
to discuss arrangements for the mission 
in the areas which it has administered 
since the war. 

Any other procedure would be mani¬ 
festly discriminatory, condemning to 
oblivion the Jews who languish in the 
jails and concentration camps of Egypt,. 
Syria and Iraq, their only “crime" being 
that they are Jews. 
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Whole Truth is Grimmer 


BY HAHAM DR. SOLOMON GAON 

Chief Sefardi Rabbi of the British Commonwealth 


i 


Jewish dispersion in Arab lands has 
existed for some 2,500 years. Jews have 
lived in Egypt, Syria and Iraq since the 


days 


First Temple, and have 


undergone all the historic ups and downs 
of the region. Armies of conquest swept 
through the area, kingdoms came and 
went, wars and dynastic quarrels shook 
the various countries, but the Jews stay¬ 
ed in the area through it all. Sometimes 
they were cruelly persecuted by reli¬ 
gious fanatics, such as the Mamelukes in 
Egypt; sometimes they enjoyed tolerance 
and even rose to prominence, such as 
the Farhis of Damascus, who served as 
finance ministers. The Jewish communi¬ 
ties withstood the Mongol conquests, 
Arab victories, the Crusades, the 
dynastic quakes of the Fatimis and Ayyu- 
bis, the Turkish occupation and the in¬ 
surrections against it. The Jews did not 


abandon their homes, not 


earth¬ 


quakes nor when their houses were 


burned down. Even 


Nazi uprising 


Rashid Ali in Iraq in 1942, which 
swept that country like an angry storm, 
did not uproot the Jews. They stood firm 


against all 


violence 


man, and 


overcame it. Their communities grew and 
expanded. In the middle of the 20th 
century, they numbered half a million. 

Today, only a few thousands are left, 
subject to grim, cruel persecution, with 
sentences of death hanging over their 
heads. 

The world has heard the story- 
the whole truth has not yet reached it. 
It is surely even grimmer than what we 
already know. 


Recent reports in the press have told 
of the unhappy plight of the Jews 
Arab States, especially since the War 
of May-June 1967. For a long time be¬ 
fore that, their situation had been un¬ 
certain, to say the least, but since then 
it has degenerated into threats, open 
discrimination, mob violence and active 
persecution and ill-treatment 
Governments. 

The reports have now been confirmed 
from direct sources. Letters have been 
smuggled out and some victims have 
managed to escape, in some cases be¬ 
cause they were citizens of foreign coun¬ 
tries and aided by their countries’ di¬ 
plomatic missions in the respective Arab 
States. For obvious reasons, the names 
or addresses of the writers of the letters 
cannot be divulged and those who have 
voiced their testimony must remain ano¬ 
nymous, lest kin or friends left behind 
be jeopardized or property temporarily 
abandoned be lost forever. The letters 
are authentic, the reports in them may 
be relied upon absolutely, and the par¬ 
ticular informant whose account is now 
given is of the the highest integrity. 

He is an Italian Jew, born in Egypt, 
and was in business in Alexandria. He 
was arrested on 5 June 1967 and taken 
to the Abu-Za’abal Prison for political 
offenders near Cairo, where he found 
himself one of about 600 Jewish men, 
including some close on 80 years of age, 
and some as young as 17; there were 


cases among them 


heart disease. 


diabetes and other serious illnesses. 
Seventy were herded into a single cell, 
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five by eight metres 


size. All were 




held without charge of any kind and 
denied all communication with the out- 

family or lawyer. For many days, 
they were beaten viciously and forced 
to chant in chorus “Long Live Nasser!”, 
“Down with Anglo-American imperial¬ 
ism!” and so on. The Chief Rabbi of 
Alexandria was made to climb up to a 
grille in his cell and do the same. Dur¬ 
ing the entire first day, the detainees 
were kept on their knees, unfed, and 
were whipped again and again. 

-treatment, degradation and 
starvation diet remained the order of 
the day for nearly a month. After that, 
conditions improved somewhat, and 
little medical treatment was administered 
by doctors in political custody. Food at 
first was mainly beans, but subsequently 

detainees were permitted 
money from their women-folk outside 
to make purchases 
teen. 

This informant was released thanks 
to his Italian citizenship; stateless Jews 
or those of Egyptian nationality are still 
in detention, their condition made only 
slightly better following a visit by a Red 
Cross representative. 

It has also been established that dur¬ 
ing the first two days of the War, 
number of Jews were lynched by Egyp¬ 
tian mobs in the streets. 


prison can- 


Economic Strangulation 

As for the Jews in Syria, a smuggled 
letter tells of their general fear and of 

discrimination practised against 
them: “.. . it is practically impossible,” 
the letter says, “to make a living; no 
one may travel further than five kilo¬ 
metres, and even for that a permit is 
required, and it sometimes takes three 
to four months to get one ...” A ge¬ 


neral economic boycott has been insti¬ 
tuted against the Jews of Syria and in 
numerous cases their homes and apart¬ 
ments have been expropriated. 


Things in Iraq 



nd still ar 



no less grim. There is legislation dis¬ 
criminating against the Jews in matters 
civil rights, travel, occupation and 
property. The Government refuses to is¬ 
sue passports to Jews who want to leave, 
even those wishing to get medical treat¬ 
ment abroad. The national banks refuse 
grant services. The secret police 
threaten Jews with murder and expro¬ 
priation. Scores of Jews were arrested 
in Baghdad and released only after pay¬ 
ing exorbitant ransom. A Jewish girl was 
arrested and imprisoned with criminals, 
being released only after she had been 
raped. 

In Libya, things have been far worse; 
whole families have been massacred, 
as letters from people who escaped tell 
us. In this country (whose admission to 
the UN was the result of a single vote 
that of Israel) the authorities have given 
overt encouragement to the catalogue 
violent persecution. 

Only in Tunisia, and to a lesser ex¬ 
tent in Morocco, did the authorities take 
steps against the rioters. In both these 
countries Jews were harmed, and in 
Morocco an economic boycott 
Jewish community was organized in de¬ 
fiance of King Hassan II. 


‘Treat Them As Deadly Enemies’ 

Thus it is abundantly clear that Jews 


living 


Arab countries—most 


them nominally their citizens—have 
been suffering intensely since the War 
of May-June 1967. They had begun to 
suffer on the eve of the War and, dur¬ 
ing and since the fighting, have been 
subjected to a grim sequence of forms 
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of constantly mounting persecution. 
Their lives, their liberty and property, 
and their civil rights are in jeopardy if 
not already lost. 

At the Islamic Congress held in Am¬ 
man in September 1967, it was re¬ 
solved that “the Jews of the Islamic 
countries, if it be shown that they have 
any contact with Zionism or Israel, do 
not deserve the protection and care 
which Islam provides for the free non- 
Moslem subjects living in Islamic coun¬ 
tries. Moslem Islamic Governments 
should treat them as aggressive comba- 
tants. Similarly, the Islamic peoples, in¬ 
dividually and collectively, should boy¬ 
cott them and treat them as deadly 
enemies.'' 

This persecution—particularly in Sy¬ 
ria, Iraq and Egypt—is a wanton viola¬ 
tion by those States of fundamental hu¬ 
man rights and of the solemn duties 
enumerated in the Universal Declara¬ 
tion of Human Rights. 

In Libya, where a Jewish community 
has existed for 2,500 years, the anti- 
Jewish riots were openly sanctioned by 
the authorities: twenty Jews were mur¬ 
dered in Tripoli, and about 80 percent 
of the Jewish shops and properties loot¬ 
ed and set on fire. Almost all the syna¬ 
gogues were burned down. Hundreds of 
Jews were compelled to flee, and all that 
each was allowed to take out of Libya 
was $20 and his personal effects. 

In Syria, Iraq and Egypt, the Gov¬ 
ernments are directly responsible for 
these outrages and have unleashed 
virulent anti-Jewish campaigns in the 
State-controlled press, radio and tele¬ 
vision. 

Here are some major features of these 
developments: 

Egypt. Of a community of 75,000 
before 1950, not more than 2,500 Jews 


are left in Egypt today. Some are state¬ 
less, some aliens, some of Egyptian na¬ 
tionality. Hundreds were arrested dur¬ 
ing the War of 1967, confined in jail 
under inhuman conditions, kept for long 
stretches of time without food or water, 
and subjected to ill-treatment and vile 
indignity. Those eventually freed had 
to forfeit their property and nationality 
and quit Egypt with only their personal 
belongings. About 250 Jews are still 
held in custody near Cairo. Any Jews 
yet living in what can only be called 
a travesty of freedom in Egypt exist in 
misery, on charity, and are in dire need 
of help. 

Syria. There are 3,500 Jews in Syria 

today; twenty years ago, there were 

# 

40,000. The remnant, of Syrian nation¬ 
ality in the main, are shepherded into 
ghettos and are constant victims of 
oppression, discrimination and extortion. 
They carry identity cards marked “Jew”. 
Most serious is the plight of the Jews 
in Aleppo and Kamishli, where frequent 
arrests occur and the Jews must report 
to the Police thrice daily. Starvation is 
imminent, yet there is a total ban on 
Jews departing. Their shops and busi¬ 
nesses are officially boycotted: the Min¬ 
istry of Defence (Circular No. 4, Februa¬ 
ry 1967, Ref: 26/27/2) listed all Jewish 
merchants and forbade army personnel 
to deal with them. 

Iraq. The community has dwindled 
from 130,000 at the end of the ’40’s 
to about 3,000. Even before the War 
of 1967, its situation was extremely bad. 
Discriminatory laws were enacted, limit¬ 
ing its freedom and rights of owner¬ 
ship. Official incitement on radio and 
television and in the press has been un¬ 
remitting. The populace was instigated 
to boycott the Jewish citizens. The au¬ 
thorities and Secret Service threaten 
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murder and imprisonment to extort large 
sums. Jews have lost their jobs, their 
telephones have been taken away, their 
businesses sequestrated, and the right 
to attend universities has been denied. 
But Jews are forbidden to emigrate. 

The Government Gazette No. 1542 
(March 1968) published Law No. 10 (the 
first such legislation since Hitler’s day!) 
“for the supervision and management 
of the properties of denationalized 
Jews". It supplements a similar Law 
(No. 64 of July 1967), and, among other 
Hitlerian provisions, it prescribes that 
“authorities shall abstain from car¬ 
rying out any transaction of sale of im¬ 
movable properties belonging to a Jew” 
and that “sums payable to a Jew (shall) 
not exceed 100 Iraqi dinars per month.” 

Sanctuary in Israel 

At the very moment when Jewish dis¬ 
placed persons from the Nazi exter¬ 
mination camps in Europe were stream¬ 
ing into the new State, Israel began to 
give sanctuary to what was eventually 
a total of six hundred thousand Jew¬ 
ish refugees from Arab lands. 

Jews had always been second-class 
citizens in those lands, and every suc¬ 
cessive political turmoil made ' their 
plight worse. In retrograde Arab coun¬ 
tries, such as Yemen, they were for¬ 
bidden to walk on the sidepaths or ride 
on horseback; they could not testify in 
court against Moslems; orphans were 
forcibly converted to Islam and whoever 
tried to save them did so at his peril; 
girls were abducted, and, after forced 
conversion, wedded to Moslems. Op¬ 
portunities of livelihood were few: trade 
was barred and advancement in the 
free professions withheld; there was a 
numerus clausus for admission to se¬ 
condary school or University. 


Yet egress to Israel was not allowed, 
and social and political autonomy was 
frowned on by Arab chauvinism and 
bigotry. 

For all their lip-service to the profes¬ 
sion that not Jewry but Zionism was the 
enemy, the Arab States proved fertile 
soil for Nazi .anti-Semitic propaganda. 
With the rise of Hitler’s Germany, and 
after the founding of the Arab League, 
incitement against their Jewish citizens 
was intensified. A flood of discriminatory 
legislation was let loose by them after 
the Second World War, and anti-Jewish 
outbreaks multiplied. Jews were killed, 
synagogues and burial-places desecrat¬ 
ed, community elders thrown into pri¬ 
son. But no emigration! 

When the State of Israel came into 
being, it was instantly invaded by the 
armies of seven Arab States. That meant 
even fiercer pressure exerted upon their 
Jews. They were dismissed from their 
jobs and deprived of their earnings. 
Arab leadership unashamedly warned 
the world that the establishment of Is¬ 
rael would endanger the condition of 
Jews in Arab countries; Egypt’s delegate 
to the United Nations did not scruple 
to declare that the lives of a million 
Jews were at stake. Anti-Jewish riots 
were engineered with active official 
instigation and support. When Nasser 
took power in Egypt, extreme national¬ 
ism gained the upper hand in most of 
the Arab world. Nazi experts were re¬ 
cruited for the systematic dissemination 
of anti-Semitic slanders, as an integral 
feature of educational curricula, and of 
radio and newspaper content. 

And since the Six-Day War, with 
Arab Kings and Presidents and peoples 
consumed by the vindictive ‘resentment 
of a humiliating military defeat, things 
are grimmer still. 
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Official Incitement 

Against Jews 

Resolution adopted at the World 
Islamic Congress, Amman, Jordan, 
22 September 1967: 

“Jews in Arab countries: The Con¬ 
gress is certain that the Jewish com¬ 
munities living in Islamic countries 
do not appreciate the Moslems’ good 
treatment and protection over the 
centuries. They have encouraged 
world Zionism ^nd the State of Is¬ 
rael to commit aggression against 
the peaceful Arabs, usurp their 
homelands, and violate the Islamic 
holy places in Palestine. The Con¬ 
gress declares that the Jews residing 
in Arab countries who contact the 
Zionist circles or the State of Israel 
do not deserve the protection and 
care which Islam provides for the 
free non-Moslem subjects living in 


Islamic countries. Moslem Islamic 
Governments should treat them as 
aggressive combatants. Similarly, the 
Islamic peoples, individually and 
collectively, should boycott them and 
treat them as deadly enemies.” 

Editorial in the Moroccan daily, 
Al-Maasah, 22 June 1967: 

“Let us not delude ourselves. There 
are no Zionists, only Jews. The Holy 
Koran itself even alluded to this 
when it said: ‘In thy search for 
sworn haters of the believers in Al¬ 
lah, thou wilt find most are Jews’. 
These are the words of the living 
God. We do not wish to take issue 
with the authorities, since we are sure 
that they, too, are good believers 
and the word of God is close to their 
hearts. We do not desire to kill or 
harm Jews, but we demand the 
heads of those Jews who are traitors 
to the Moslems.” 

Radio Baghdad, 17 June 1967: 

“The Jewish cancer in Iraq consti¬ 
tutes a grave danger to the pattern 
of our existence and to the future 
of our country. If interest, circum¬ 
stances and law demand that we do 
not touch them for the time being, 
there is at least cause to put them 
under the closest supervision and to 
put an end to their activities.” 

Editorial in the Government-con- 
trolled Iraqi daily, A-Thawra al-Ara- 
biya, 12 November 1967: 

“Anyone who thinks that Iraq is 
free of Zionist spy rings is sorely 
mistaken. We are in the throes of a 
decisive battle launched by the Jews 
who are conducting a modern kind 
of war and who see in Iraq a coun- 
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try capable of taking up a front-line 
position against them. If Syria, Le¬ 
banon and Egypt have uncovered 
many espionage networks during 
the past twenty years, why should 
not the Iraqi Government search 
for similar networks operating with¬ 
in its boundaries, especially during 
this critical period? 


‘‘If we demand of the Government 
that it put an end to the activities 
of the destructive forces operating 
within our homeland, we do so onlv 
to defend ourselves against the ene- 

A] 

my’s plots. The first thing that we 
must do to purge our ranks is to 
establish that the Jews living in 
Iraq shall be second-class citizens. 


IRAQI JEWS FACE DEATH ON TRUMPED-UP CHARGES 

% 

The following is from a speech by the Iraqi Government Prosecutor, at the opening 
session of the Revolutionary Tribunal in Baghdad, before which a group, including 
seven Jews, stood accused of “spying for imperialism, Zionism and Israel'': 

“Espionage for the benefit of imperialism, and especially of Israel, is one of 
the most dangerous of crimes . . . And so of you, who have been appointed judges 
of the Revolution, in the name of the people and in the name of all the pro¬ 
gressive and revolutionary forces, we ask that you sentence the following ac¬ 
cused . . . (eight names) ... to hang by the neck until they are dead . . 

(Radio Baghdad, 4 January 1969) 

Among the eight names, four—Ezra Naji Zilka, Fuad Gabbai, Yacub Gorji Namurdi 
and Sabah Hayim—are Jewish. Another eight Jews were mentioned as having been 
arrested, also on espionage charges, in a broadcast of the Iraqi Government Television 
on 14 December 1968. Their names: Yussuf Zadka, Shaul Sasson (son of the Chief 
Rabbi of Baghdad), Anwar Perez, Abdul Nabi, Ghali Essaraf, Georges Moslie Hay, 
Albir Mesafi and Charles Rafael Khoresh. At least four more Jews are reliably reported 
to have been arrested recently. It is reported that at least three of the Jews standing 
trial in Baghdad have already been sentenced to death. 

In the wake of these reports, the following statement was issued in Jerusalem, on 
13 January 1969, by Dr. Joachim Prinz, Chairman of the Governing Council of the 
World Jewish Congress: 

“The World Jewish Congress expresses its profound horror at the reported 
death sentences passed against at least three Jews in Iraq by a military-revolu¬ 
tionary court in Baghdad, on trumped-up charges of espionage on behalf of 
‘imperialism, Zionism and Israel'. Four other Jews have also been put on trial, 
and it is known that at least twelve more are under arrest on the same charge, 
and their trial is imminent. 

“This shocking report comes against the background of grave and cruel op¬ 
pression in the past eighteen months of the three to four thousand Jews remain¬ 
ing in Iraq, in flagrant violation of their most elementary human rights. 

“The Iraqi press, radio and television are continuously spreading incitement 
against the Jews, almost all of whom have been under rigid house arrest since 
the June 1967 hostilities, rendering the espionage-ring charges absurd, since they 
have been denied freedom of movement and communication. These intended 
victims of murder are clearly the helpless scapegoats of Iraq's internal difficulties. 

“In the name of Jewish communities and organizations in 64 countries re¬ 
presented in the World Jewish Congress, I appeal fervently to the Governments 
and leaders of public opinion, as well as to the religious leaders throughout the 
world, as a humanitarian act, to turn to the Iraqi Government without delay 
and urge it to refrain from carrying out these inhuman and unjust sentences. 

“The spilling of more blood can only do irreparable harm to all prospects of 
restoring peace and justice to the troubled region of the Middle East.” 











IT BEGAN IN MAY 1967 

In Egypt, all Jews, regardless of na¬ 
tionality, were required to register at 


May 


Obviously, 


Nasser—who had 


closed 


Straits of'Tiran 


Israel 


shipping a few days earlier and was 
massing a formidable armoured force 
on Israel’s southern border—the war 
was on, and he wanted to be ready 
to swoop down on the country’s Jew¬ 
ish population at a moment’s notice. 

And, indeed, when full-scale fighting 


June, the Egypt 


J 


ish men between 20 and 50 were ar¬ 
rested and incarcerated in crowded 
cells, under inhuman conditions. 

(From Newsletter published by 
American Jewish Committee, 


Institute of Hu « 
December 1967) 


Relations, 


Testimony 


The following is the testimony of a 


one 


Egypt, 


on 


those expelled from 
hardships that 
suffered from the time of his arrest 
on 5 June 1967 until he left Egypt. 
(In this as in the testimonies that 


follow, 


personal details have 


been withheld, to protect members 
of the family still residing in Egypt, 

and Syria, respectively.) 
Name: Saliman K. 

Age: 55 

Occupation: Owner of a cosmetics 
firm in Alexandria 
Present place 
Yam, Israel 


residence: 


-X- 


On 5 June, at 8 o’clock in the morn- 


Egyptian Refugee 

, about seven officers and police 
pounded on the door of my apartment 
and asked me to accompany them for 
“five minutes”. As an experienced per¬ 
son, I already knew what it was 

about, and I managed to take a sum 
of money with me. 

Together with other 
transported to the “Sharif” Police Sta¬ 
tion in Alexandria and 22 of us were 
placed in a small detention cell. Among 
us were boys aged 16-17, and there 


was 


were also three 


men 


and 


over. In the cell with us was also the 
Chief Rabbi of the Alexandria Jewish 
Community, Haham Nafusi. We stayed 

about three days, 


that small 


without any sanitary arrangements and 
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without food. At first they did not 
bring us even water, and when I ap¬ 
plied to one of the prison officers about 
this, he answered very clearly: “It is 

better that you die like this than by 
55 

g3,S. 

On the second day of detention, the 
condition of one of the old men became 
grave, because of the lack of water, 
and he actually appeared to be dying. 
Our shouts did not move the warders 
from their hard-heartedness. I therefore 
used the proven method of “bakshish”. 

I took a bail-point pen apart and put 
a five-pound note into its tube. In a 
whisper I called to the warder who 
was standing guard alongside the cell 
door and I passed the tube to him 
through the hole of the lock. I whi¬ 
spered : “Water, water!” At first the 
man appeared to be at a loss and was 
perplexed; then he disappeared for a 
minute and returned with his mouth 
full of water; he placed the pen tube 
in his mouth and again, through the 
hole of the lock, spurted the water 
inside. On the other side, we held the 
fainting old man with his mouth to 
the hole and the water was poured 
into his throat. 

Only early on the third day of de¬ 
tention, after we had sent off a letter 
to the Police Commander in the Rab¬ 
bi’s name, in which he adjured him 
by Allah, did one of the warders ap¬ 
pear and place a bucket of water in 
the middle of the cell. We drank from 
the bucket like horses. On the same 
day, we shouted, demanding food. 
Once, when I shouted, armed police 
burst into the cell. We pretended to 
be sleeping. They went from one to 
the other of us, demanding that he say 
something so as to identify the shouter 
by his voice. When they reached me, 


they recognized my voice, and I ad¬ 
mitted that I had shouted. They im¬ 
mediately attacked me and wanted to 
carry out an act of sodomy on me, but 
the terrible screams of my cell com¬ 
panions frightened them off and they 
left me. 

Abu-Za’abal 

After three days of detention, I was 
put onto a truck together with 22 other 
Jews, and we were taken to Abu Za’- 
abal Prison, near Cairo. Here there 
were 600 Jews, among them old men 
and young boys, and also among us 
were men suffering from diabetes and 
various heart ailments. 

In the prison we were placed in cells 
measuring 5 by 8 metres. Seventy men 
were put into one cell. Here the prison 
warders abused us incessantly. They 
would hit us on the back and on the 
soles of our feet. They enjoyed seeing 
us racked with pain. Each day they 
forced us to shout in chorus: “Long 
live Abdul Nasser!” “Down with the 
Anglo-American imperialists!”, “Pales¬ 
tine for the Arabs!” Whoever did not. 
shout with all his might was placed by 
the warders in front of the rest and 
they would beat him until blood flow¬ 
ed. 

They forced Rabbi Nafusi to climb 
up to the iron bars, to hang there and 
declare with the rest, “Long live Ab¬ 
dul Nasser!” If he did not shout with 
all his might, he was struck. After two 
days, he was released from the prison 
and returned to Alexandria. 

For 25 days I stayed in the prison 
until, as a national of a foreign State, 
I was given attention; I was then 
transferred from the prison, with 11 
Jews of Greek and Spanish nationali¬ 
ty, to a Russian ship anchored in Alex- 
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andria port. The ship brought us to 
Cyprus. From Nicosia I succeeded in 
contacting my wife and three children 
in Alexandria. I instructed them to ap¬ 
ply to the Consulate of the State of 
which I am a citizen to handle their 
departure from Alexandria. After 
fortnight, my wife and children 
Egypt and came to me. 


in Body and Spirit 

Afterwards I went with my family 


to Naples. While 
used to visit 


port from time 


time to see whether, among those ar- 


Egypt 


that 


witnessed 


Naples were terrible. 
Each day Jewish refugees from Egypt 
arrived at the port and the same suf¬ 
fering and torture could be seen in their 
faces and on their bodies. Most 
them had been imprisoned in the “ 
bekia” Police Station in Cairo. They 
arrived with shaven heads and broken 


limbs. Some were without teeth, on 


others there were signs 


cigarette 


burns on their faces. A boy aged 

arrived with all the fingers of his hands 
cut 

Jews expelled from Egypt 
were foreign nationals. Jews of Egyp¬ 
tian nationality were transferred at the 
beginning of the year to the El-Toura 
prison near Cairo. Since then, not one 
Jew has been released from that prison, 
and, according to what is told by the 
prisoners’ relatives who reach Naples, 
those detained are suffering from ner¬ 
vous breakdowns; some of them tried 
commit suicide, and others are 
known to have died in the prison. 

The unfortunate situation of these 


who are 


Egypt 


well 


known to me as a person who lived 
there. In the name of humanity, I de¬ 
clare that everything must be done to 
help these people and to assist them 

to get out of the hell in which they 
are now. 


Prison 


(based on testimony of former inmates) 


Abu-Za’abal is a complex of prisons 
located about an hour’s drive from 
Cairo on the Port Said road, past He¬ 
liopolis and about 10 miles from Is- 
mailia. The prison buildings are fairly 
modern, having been rebuilt after being 
bombed in 1956. There are separate 
buildings for common-law prisoners; a 
so-called Internment Camp building 

prisoners awaiting trial; and 


House 


Correction, 


three-storey 


building, used for political prisoners of 
various kinds. 

The Jewish prisoners are on 


third, top floor of the House of Cor¬ 
rection, in cells Nos. 20-24 inclusive. 
There is no mixing or contact between 


Je 


Je 


to June, apparently occupied by Mos 
lem Brothers, moved to cells on 
floors below. Since these have been in 
jail for many years, some of them ap¬ 
parently are used 
Jewish prisoners die 
with these trusties. 


trusties 


and 


mately 


Jews 
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and is about 3^2 yards high. The cells 
are completely bare of any furniture 
or accommodations whatsoever. Into 

each cell are packed 70—75 Jews. Pri¬ 
soners must sleep on the floor. They 
are so jammed for space that they lie 
down in four rows, those in the first 
and third rows all having their heads 
in One direction, those in the second 
and fourth rows in the other, so that 
those in one row can cross feet with 
those in another while sleeping. Other¬ 
wise they simply could not fit. To have 
a seat on the floor with one’s back to 
the wall during the day is considered 
a luxury. The attempt is made by the 
prisoners to give older and sick people 
a little more room when possible, mean¬ 
ing further squeezing for the others. 

When the Jewish prisoners arrived, 
the cells were caked with dirt. The 
prisoners attempted to clean this off as 
best they could, but had nothing to do 
this with for several weeks. Later, after 
they could go down for exercise into 
the courtyard, some brought back 
stones to try and scour the dirt off the 
floor. By this time, too, some had soap. 

Physical Condition 

of Prisoners 

A number of the prisoners are re¬ 
ported to be very sick and to require 
medical treatment. Some are quite old, 
others elderly, and the effect on them 
of the conditions under which they live 
can easily be imagined. Still others are 
reported to be in a deeply distressed 
mental condition. Many prisoners who 
were sick simply did not dare to make 
their maladies known in the first weeks 
of detention, fearing to call attention 
to themselves at this time, when treat¬ 
ment of the prisoners was particularly 
severe. 


One young man who was released 
may have been released for medical 
reasons. He was a partially paralyzed 
lad, a hunchback, severely cuffed about 
and beaten in the first week of June in 
prison because he was unable to move, 
who ran a very high fever for several 
nights. In the case of one other person, 
too, perhaps, poor health might have 
been a contributing factor in his re¬ 
lease. This second person has had two 
nervous breakdowns since being ex¬ 
pelled from Egypt, and presently is in 
a hospital in Switzerland. Others much 
more sick, though, have not been re¬ 
leased. 

No Communications 
With the Outside 

No member of family, legal repre¬ 
sentative, or representative of any for¬ 
eign Government has been permitted 
to visit any Jewish prisoner in Abu- 
Za’abal prison. 

President Gonard, of the Internatio¬ 
nal Red Cross, who went to Egypt in 
July, received a promise that Red 
Cross representatives would be able 
to visit the prison. (At about this time, 
incidentally, prisoners were told one day 
to clean up themselves and their cells 
for inspection, and warned to say no¬ 
thing but that they were being well 
treated. The inspection visit, however, 
never took place.) Despite attempts by 
the Red Cross representative to get 
into Abu-Za’abal, it was not until the 
end of August that, apparently, he 
was able to do so. 

For well over a month, prisoners had 
absolutely no knowledge whatsoever of 
what was going on outside. There is 
no radio; they are not permitted access 
to any newspapers. They are not al¬ 
lowed to receive mail. One prisoner’s 



































































mother died. His wife had a child. As 
of the end of July he did not know 
this, and still may not. None of the 
Red C loss form letters sent by relatives 
outside the prison reached them. Nor 
were they given any Red Cross forms 
to send out. 

Ill-Treatment by Prison Officers 

There has been both mass and in¬ 
dividual ill-treatment of the prisoners. 
Such treatment was worst during the 
first month, easing up later. 

Known examples of ill-treatment in¬ 
clude : 

— On arrival at Abu-Za’abal prison, 
in June, groups of prisoners coming 
from the different police stations of 
Cairo and the group from Alexandria 
were all forced to kneel down and put 
their elbows on the floor. Prison officers 
and trusties then jumped up and down 
on their backs, kicked them, beat them 
with canes and batons. 

— Sometimes a gauntlet was formed, 
and prisoners had to crawl along while 
being beaten. 

— Some groups, in addition, were 
forced to run around the prison court¬ 
yard, in a circle, with officers and 
trusties stationed at various points and 
whipping them with leather straps as 
they passed. 

— Prisoners, on being registered, 
were asked for their names. They re¬ 
plied in normal, Western fashion— 
and were beaten for it with canes. 
Egyptian fashion is different. How they 
should answer was never explained, 
and beating continued until the pri¬ 
soner figured it out for himself. One 
prisoner who put his hands on the 
table while being registered was bea¬ 


ten with particular severity. 

— On a number of occasions indi- 

a 

vidual prisoners supposed to have com¬ 
mitted a fault were taken out of the 
cell and lashed with palm fronds, often 
slightly wet, so as to draw.blood. Twen¬ 
ty or thirty lashes were not uncom¬ 
mon. 

— One man was forced down on 
hands and knees in such fashion that 
the officer could cane the soles of his 
feet, and was seriously injured. 

— As punishment for having manu¬ 
factured playing cards for themselves, 
from such scraps as came to hand, 
one group of five younger men were 
ordered to stand up with their backs 
against the cell door. The officer then 
passed a stick through the bars, put 
it into the mouth of the prisoners, held 
each end with a hand, then pulled 
back, forcing the prisoner’s head back 
against the bars. It was this treatment 
that was on the way to strangling one 
of the five men being punished, when 
an older prison officer intervened. 

Two instances of unnatural acts 
have been reported by one source: 

— Introduction of a foreign object 
into the anus of one prisoner. 

— The attempt was made to force 
one young man to commit a perverted 
act upon his brother, in front of their 
father, and he was beaten unconscious 
upon refusal. 

Prisoners released are warned not to 
say anything to anyone about condi¬ 
tions in the prison, or of the treatment 
meted out there. 

None of the prisoners has been 
charged with any crime, or informed 
of any kind of charge against him. Nor 
have the relatives been so informed. 
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Ce document se passe de commentaire. II a ete ecrit, en frangais, 
sans qu'un mot en soit repris, par un Egyptien, juif. residant 
au Caire, arrete en juin dernier, puis libere, prive de sa natio¬ 
nality et expulse. Mesure de faveur, en quelque sorte, que cette 
expulsion liberatrice, mesure dont quelques Egyptiens juifs ont 
b6neficie grace a ('intervention d'ambassades etrangeres, parmi 
lesquelles I'ambassade de France. L'auteur du recit que I on va 
lire est bien connu de nombreux Frangais. Pour des raisons 
6videntes, nous ne donnerons pas son nom. II se trouve qu'il 


est juif, et qu'il raconte 


sevices que 


Egyptiens 


infligent aux Juifs. Quelles que soient la religion, la nationality, 
la race, les opinions d'un homme, quel que soit le pays ou I on 
traite de la sorte un etre humain, c'est inacceptable et cela doit 
etre dit. Comme il faut dire que, si tous les pays ont ou ont eu 
leurs militaires ou leurs geoliers sadiques, aucun Egyptien n'a, 
y notre connaissance, elevy la voix pour s'insurger publique- 
ment contre ce qui se passe dans son pays. En voici le rycit. 



VEC sa casquette gansee de 
rouge, son uniforme kaki un peu 
trop juste, un peu trop anglais, 
il fait plus officier que nature. Sa pre¬ 
sence dans les oubliettes de la Citadelle 
fige au garde-a-vous le sergent, les 
policiers, les detenus et le petit cafe- 
tier en pyjama. C’est le premier offi¬ 
cier superieur que je vois depuis mon 
arrestation et mon internement au 
camp de concentration d’Abou Zaa- 
bal, apres la guerre de Six Jours. 11 
signe la levee d’ecrou, empoche mon 
passeport et mon billet d’avion ; la 
grande porte de la Citadelle s’ouvre, 
et je me retrouve, mon baluchon sous 
le bras, dans le soleil. 

Le Caire est la, comme si de rien 
n’etait. Des enfants jouent au football 
sur la place, une radio vocifere ; d’un 
autobus en marche, des grappes 
d’hommes et de femmes s’egaillent a 
chaque tournant sur les trottoirs. Un 
camelot brandit sous mon nez un jour¬ 
nal, hurlant : « Traitres ! » Les traitres, 
les responsables de la defaite vont etre 
juges. Mai efface, sur un mur, devant 
une boutique de bottier, un slogan 
d’avant le deluge : « Bientot ouverture 
de notre succursale de Tel-Aviv. * 
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Nous nous dirigeons vers l’unique 
taxi a l’arret sur la place. Le chauf¬ 
feur regarde mes poignets. II me fait 
un grand sourire et nous derivons de 
droite a gauche, dans le sens de l’ecri- 
ture arabe. 

Rien ne presse, desormais. J’ai le 
temps devant moi. J’en ai aussi der- 
riere moi, a ne savoir qu’en faire : 
Darb el-Labbana, le vieux quartier ou 
se retrouvaient artistes et ecrivains de 
partout, le centre, nos 20 ans: pas 
une ruine ne manque a Fappel. L’offi- 
cier me tapote le genou et me dit: 
« Maalesh » (« Cela ne fait rien *). Je 
me demande ce qu’il m’aurait dit si 
nous nous etions rencontres a la prison 
d’Abou Zaabal. 

Je sais bien que les choses auraient 
du se passer autrement. II suffisait de 
pcu: un peu de chance, quelques 
hasards. Finalement, tout est bien ainsi. 
Sans que les Isra61iens aient tire un 
seul coup de feu, il y a, depuis * ce 
matin, un Egyptien de moins en Egypte. 
Peut-etre, tel Arthur Meyer, le rouge 
au front, au Iendemain de son duel 
avec Drumont, fallait-il une guerre 
pour me sortir de 1 k... Tout est k recom¬ 
mences Ce n’est jamais une sinecure 


quand, pendant trente ans, on a pris ses 
impasses pour des perspectives. Je ne 
reponds pas a 1’officier : une vibration, 
un mot de trop, rebouclerait sur moi 
Thorizon qui est la, devant moi — et 
qui reculera, desormais, a mesure que 
j’avancerai. 

J’ai ete arrete le 25 juin par tele¬ 
phone. Kamel Daoud est le nom de 
l’officier des services speciaux qui 
m avait appele le vendredi 23 au soir. 
II m’avait fixe rendez-vous pour le len- 
demain, a 13 heures. Je Tavais attendu : 
il n’etait pas venu. Je l’avais rappell 
le samedi soir. Nous avions pris ren¬ 
dez-vous pour le Iendemain. 

Le dimanche matin, avant d’aller au 
club, comme tous les dimanches, j’avais 
fait un detour par la police politique. 
Il etait la. Je me payais le luxe d’un 
pressentiment : allait-il m’arfeter ? 

« Jamais le dimanche », me dit-il en 
pouffant de rire. Depuis quand arretait- 
on les gens par telephone ? Il m’avait 
offert un caf6 £t demande si je pouvais 
prouver que j*6tais 6gyptien. Je pouvais. 

t Et vous avez naturellfement un 
certificat de nationality ? » 

C’avait ete a mon tour de triompher. 
Avoir un certificat de nationality, c’ytait 


la preuve qu’on n’avait pas toujours ete 
egyptien. J’etais ygyptien bien avant la 
naissance de l’Egypte, quand tout le 
monde ytait encore ottoman. Je n’avais 
jamais rien eu a prouver. Les vrais 
Egyptiens sont egyptiens comme les 
Bororos sont des Araras. 

Il me dit que j’etais bien de mon 
pays, me demanda de l’excuser un ins¬ 
tant, enfila une veste cintrye sur une 
chemise plissee citron a cravate-jabot 
marron, et je me retrouvais une heure 
plus tard avec un senateur, un petit Juif 
obsyde par la nourriture kascher, un 
gros propriytaire foncier et trois poli- 
ciers, dans une vieille barcasse adminis¬ 
trative qui s’ytait trompye de siecle, 
mais qui avait Fair de bien connaitre 
son chemin. 

« Dans dix minutes, me dit le syna- 
teur, ce sera la panne : je connais $a. * 
C’ytait un vieux synateur, je Tavais 
interviewe du temps ou Le Caire tour- 
nait droit sur rycliptique. Depuis la 
ryvolution, il ytait arrety a chaque coup 
dur, mais toujours, comme cette 
fois, aprys coup. En 1948, il avait €t€ 
arrety aprys le quatrieme cessez-le-feu. 

Suite page 72 
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(Translation) 


L’Express, Paris, 

25-31 December 1967: 


Nasser’s Jews 


This document needs no commen¬ 
tary. It was written in French■ by 
an Egyptian Jew from Cairo who 
was arrested last June, then liberat¬ 
ed, deprived of his nationality and 
expelled... For obvious reasons, we 
shall not reveal the author’s iden¬ 
tity. It so happens that he is a Jew, 
and he describes here the cruelty 
which the Egyptians inflict upon 


Jews 


opinions 


fate of 


of a man, no matter in 
try one deals with the 
man beings, such treatment is in¬ 
admissible. This must be said. It 
must also be said that, if every coun¬ 
try has had its sadistic soldiers and 
jailers, no one in Egypt has, to our 
knowledge, raised his voice in public 
protest against what is going on in 
his country. 


... I was arrested by telephone on 


June 


services 


led me on the evening of the 23rd. He 
had arranged an appointment for the 
following day at 1 p.m. I waited for 
him: he didn’t come. I called him 
again on Saturday evening. We made 
an appointment for the next day. 

On Sunday morning before going 
to the club as I did every Sunday, I 
made a detour through the political 
police bureau. He was there. I allowed 
myself the luxury of a presentiment: 
was he going to arrest me? 


“Never on Sunday,” he said and 
burst out laughing. Since when did 
one arrest people by telephone? He of¬ 
fered me coffee and asked if I could 
prove that I was Egyptian. I could. 

“And of course you have a certificate 
of nationality?” 

That had been my act of triumph. A 
certificate of nationality proved that 

m 

one had not always been Egyptian. I 
was Egyptian well before the birth of 
Egypt, when everyone was still Turk¬ 
ish. I had never had anything to prove 
it. The real Egyptians are as much 
Egyptians as the Bororos are Araras. 

He said I was certainly a son of my 
country, asked me to excuse him a 
moment, slipped on a fitted jacket over 
his creased yellow shirt with the brown 

jabot-tie, and an hour later I found 

✓ 

myself with a senator, a little Jew 
obsessed by kasher food, a fat land- 
owner and three policemen in an old 
administrative jalopy which had got 

the wrong century but seemed to know 
the way very well. 

“In ten minutes there’ll be a break¬ 
down. I know it all.” He was an old 
senator, I had interviewed him at ,the 
time when things in Cairo were still 
normal. Since the revolution he had 
been arrested each time there had been 
trouble, but always, like this time, after 
the event. In 1948, he had been ar¬ 
rested after the fourth cease-fire. In 
1956, he had been picked up on New 
Year’s Eve. By the time he got to pri¬ 
son it was 1957. He knew all about 
the prisons. Abu Zaabal was the ad¬ 
ministration’s three-star entertainment. 
Turah was an old English jail; Bar¬ 
rages and Citadelle weren’t like they 
used to be in the good old days. He 
did not know the concentration camps 
in the oasis but he knew they were 





















building a new prison in Wadi Natrun. 
It would be like it was for the public 
institutions, and the Khetta (the Plan), 
he said: the Middle Ages, the hurly- 
burly in beautiful modern buildings. 

And then came the breakdown. Since 
we were not hand-cuffed, the senator 
and I got out and pushed with the 
three soldiers who had laid their guns 
at the feet of the landowner and the 
poor little accountant. We gor going 
again. 

‘A Bad Moment.. 

He told me not to worry, that it was 
a bad moment to go through; that all 
this was perfectly Egyptian, perfectly 
coherent, because it was perfectly ab¬ 
surd. We are absurd, he said, like the 
French are Cartesian. Absurdity is our 
Magna Carta and our homeland in¬ 
carnated. 

He became heated. He took me to 
task when I said: “What are 350 Jews, 

as many Moslems and a few Christians 
imprisoned since 5th June, compared 
with the extent of the catastrophe?” 

He got excited. “What has that to 
do with the catastrophe? What is the 
connection between prisoners of war, 
refugees and citizens who are told that 
they are like the others and who are 
like the others? And there are officers 
who before 5th June had seriously de¬ 
cided to arrest people because they 
were Jews, or because they made jokes 
like me, to lock up Bahais and Jeho¬ 
vah’s Witnesses—and not just in fun. 
And you will see, we shall stay there, 
no one will do a thing for us and on 
top of it all the Red Cross and some 
ambassadors will club together to get 
Nasser out of the nasty corner.” 

The fat landowner agreed with the 
senator: he knew the Jews well; those 


who had remained in Egypt had not 
done so to make a fortune. Fortunes 
were no longer to be made in Egypt. 
They had stayed because they were 
Egyptian. In terms of political realism 
and efficacy they should have been 
left free. It is well known in politics 
that when it is not absolutely essential 
to kill an enemy, he should be shower¬ 
ed with attentions. Do you know what 
the people have been saying since the 
Jews have been arrested? That the 
only Jews Nasser has succeeded in tak¬ 
ing prisoner are the Egyptian Jews. 
When you can’t have the donkey, you 
take your anger out on its saddle. 

The senator told us that at a meeting 
of the Arab League a few years ago, 
Syria and Iraq had urged Nasser to 
liquidate his Jews. Nasser had pro¬ 
mised : paradoxically, his irritation 
against the Jews dated from that time 
but the Jews stayed where they were, 
turned a deaf ear, did not wish to 
understand that they were not wanted. 
It was as if Egypt had been given to 
Nasser as a dowry by God-knows-who, 
added the senator. The Jews did not 
wish to leave? They were put in pri¬ 
son. Prison had become the cesspool of 
Egyptian problems. It was only one 
more proof of the regime’s inability to 
establish itself. 

The landowner shrugged his should¬ 
ers. Why should one protest only 
against the police, when the postal ser¬ 
vices, industry, sanitation, everything 
was so bad? This arresting of people 
was a result of that obsession with au¬ 
thority which is the privilege of the 
impotent. The complete unfoundedness 
of the arrests throws light on the mys¬ 
tery of the Six-Day War far more than 
it is explained by it. 
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asked if he could get kasher food at 
Abul Zaabal. The senator shrugged his 
shoulders. One of the policemen told 
us that the Israelis (he said “the Jews”) 
were pouring across Sinai; they had 
opened up the gates of the El Tor pri¬ 
son where his brother had been intern¬ 
ed for ten years as a member of the 
Moslem Brotherhood. 1 He had gone to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The old hulk, bogged down in the 
rich earth, suddenly appeared in front 
of us: it was arr enormous sooty paral¬ 
lelepiped striped with bars: a bad set 
by Buffet for a 1930 performance of 
Big House. We went in. 

Only Women’s Names 

An officer broke away from a group. 
He was jovial and held out his hand. 
I went forward smiling with my arm 
outstretched. “Hello,” he said. “Hello!” 
I said, and someone yelled: “It’s me!” 
The old senator and the fat landowner 
were on the ground; they were undres¬ 
sing, a palm branch whistling over their 
heads. Another officer cornered me 
against the bars and asked my name. 
I told him. He took me by the throat. 
No, here no one was called by his 
name. Here there were no watches, 
no names, no shoes. There was not even 
a register: there were only women’s 
names. 

The officer who was dealing with my 
companions barked an order. We dash¬ 
ed round a hundred metres on a closed 
course. The officer who had cornered 
me against the bars tripped us up, we 
fell one on top of another. Palm branch, 
blows. We started off again. The sena¬ 
tor ran faster than me but by the se- 

1 Extreme right-wing political and religious 

movement. 


cond round we were level. He wanted 
to tell me something but he couldn’t: 
his dental plate was out of place. 

Then the officers asked us if we knew 
any noncom’s in the air force, how 
much we earned. The senator said that 
he had 1,800 feddans sequestrated and 
45 pounds in rent. An officer gave him 
a kick. 

“Who are you?” he asked the sena¬ 
tor. 

“Zanuba,” 2 the senator answered 
without hesitation. 

And he said that he knew the drill, 
that he had been there in 1956 when 
the Israelis had hit the camp by 
mistake. 

“What else are you?” 

“A pervert.” 

“And you?” he said to me. 

I didn’t know. He landed me one 
straight in the plexus. 

“You are a pervert, too. Your name 
will be Khaduga.” Another woman’s 
pet name. Then he searched me, found 
my tobacco and slowly spilt it over my 
head. A little old man got up on a 
stool and shaved our heads. Then came 
the disguise. With our bare feet, our 
shaven heads, our baggy trousers and 
our fatigues which came down to our 
knees, we looked like Mexican walk- 
ons who had got the wrong set. I 
parted ceremoniously from Zanuba out¬ 
side his cell. The Moslem Brother who 
led me to mine said without turning 
his head, or moving his lips: “Don’t 
worry, you’re not the pervert. We all 
know here who the pervert is. Can’t 
you guess who is the pervert?” 

* * * 

Sea-cows, winged horses, white al- 

2 A popular surname common among prosti¬ 
tutes; a run-down model. 
















































ligators, giant ghosts swarming round 
a remnant of sky as if around a fire. I 
was sitting on the stone as though at 

an aquarium. Behind 


bottom 

me on the floor were folded blankets. 
No seats. The lavatory flush was out 
of order and sounded like an outboard 


motor. 


Good Signs, Bad Signs 


Their faces glued 


bars, 


prisoners opposite were making obscene 
gestures at us. The others explained to 
me that that was the Abu Zaabal al¬ 
phabet. They were asking me what was 
being done for them “outside,” if the 
Red Cross knew about them and if they 
had not been forgotten. I got someone 


them that 


Israelis were 


within earshot of Abul Zaabal, but that 
all Cairo still saw Nasser through Mos¬ 
cow’s eyes. They asked me exactly 


where the Israelis were. 


told them. 


pranced about, bursting with 
laughter: “A very, very bad sign.” 


Everything was 


sign 


them. 


When the officer gave them one blow 
less of the switch it was a good sign. 
When the soup spilt over the sides of 
the tin mugs onto the blankets it was 
also a good sign. A very good sign was 

slippery 


come 


toilets. 


cropper in 


I hey initiated me into the Kama 
Sutra of the concentration camp: how 
to stretch my legs, how to exploit to 
the maximum the space of two and half 


tiles 


seven which was allotted 


me. How to avoid border incidents at 
night, how to keep the water fresh by 

wrapping the tin mug in a piece of wet 
rag, how 


prepare 


blanket 


the night and use the large mug for 
a pillow. 

They found it perfectly natural to be 


there. And besides, we were not there. 
I must be very careful. One must not 
annoy the officers in charge of train¬ 
ing. They would say to me: “Where 
do you think you are?” And they would 
make me repeat to the point of nausea 
that I was in Poland. So pretend to be 
mad. Even speak Polish if you can, 
that is, jabber anything. 

A voice was calling to prayer. Against 
the wall of our cell, in the alleyway 
on the other side of the bars, the Mos¬ 
lem Brothers rose and knelt down. In 

our cell, some shadows also rose and 

* 

knelt, as if the wall was an immense 


mirror. But 


were not shadows. 


They wei'e Karaite Jews who were 
praying, their eyes turned towards Mec¬ 
ca, and bare-footed like the Moslems. 

In a moment, when the Moslems and 
Karaites would finish praying, the Se¬ 
phardi and Ashkenazi 3 Jews would rise 
and, turning towards Jerusalem, would 


begin 


pray. Every 


morning, 

afternoon and evening, the Shema Is¬ 
rael arose provocatively, rolling from 
cell to cell. The officers turned a deaf 
ear. The Moslem Brothers exchanged 
conniving looks with those who were 
praying. 


Moslem Brothers, Too 

Until mid-September there were 350 


Jews 


Abu Zaabal. 


these, 


were Karaites, the rest almost all Se¬ 
phardic. There were very few Ashkena- 
zis. In December, there were still two 
hundred. Between July and November 

3 Sephardi Jews : those who, with the Dis¬ 
persion, went westwards and settled 
around the Mediterranean Basin. Ashke¬ 


nazi Jews: those who went 


Russia, 


Poland, Germany. The two groups follow 


similar rituals 


over 


centuries, 


developed varied forms and customs. 
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one hundred and fifty Jews were li¬ 
berated thanks to the intervention of 

Cross and the French and 
Spanish embassies. The Spanish ambas¬ 
sador went back to the time of the In¬ 
quisition to find the Sephardic Jews’ 
Spanish origin and to grant them a 
passport. France, too, did a great deal 
for the prisoners. 

Apart from the Jews, there are 700 
Moslem Brothers at Abu Zaabal who 
have been there for five, ten and even 
thirteen years without conviction or 
sentence. They are at Barrages, too, 
where the regime, for them only, is 
very strict. In November, a thousand 
Moslem Brothers were released. Some 
four thousand five hundred are still 
in the Egyptian prisons. At Abu Za¬ 
abal, apart from the five Jewish cells, 
there were two cells reserved for the 
nachat mo’adi (active enemies of the 
regime), peaceful, well-known pro- 
Westemers, a cell for Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses and another for the Bahais. In 
August, seventy Moslems from Gaza, 
and in September the Marshal’s in¬ 
formers, were imprisoned in the first- 
floor cells. Among them was Mustapha 
Amer, Abdel Hakim Amer’s brother, 
who cut his veins after the first round 
of torture. Also in October, a Moslem 
Brother committed suicide by slitting 
open his belly with a knife stolen from 
the kitchen. 

In the isolation of Abu Zaabal, the 
ethnic or ideological classification of 
the cells and their occupants con¬ 
cealed a less artificial division and 
more realistic affinities. Precisely be¬ 
cause of their instinct for self-preserva¬ 
tion the prisoners very quickly re¬ 
established their own society just as it 
was thirty kilometres away in order 
not to lose contact with reality. 


In fact, paradoxical as it may seem, 
no political affinity drew the prisoners 
together during their walk. Neither did 
they form groups according to their 
religion, but only according to their 
socio-professional status and, above all, 
according to language. 


‘The Privileged Class’ 

In the Jewish, Moslem and Christ¬ 
ian cells there were only some twenty 
prisoners who belonged to the privi¬ 
leged class, not by income but by so¬ 
cial status. From June to September, 
these privileged ones got together dur¬ 
ing the walk and in their ragged uni¬ 
forms, their heads shaven, often bare¬ 
footed, they talked naturally under the 
watchful eye of the kapos about golf 
tournaments, chattered as if they were 
at a cocktail party and elegantly pro¬ 
tested against the logical scandal of 
imprisonment. 

“Stupidity is not my strong point,” 
declared Mr. X, who had brought his 
two volumes of Valery, Pleiade Edition, 
with him. (They had been impounded 
by the registrar.) Mr. Z looked at the 
poor little Jews and sighed with re¬ 
signation: “I have to tell myself that 
I am among my poor so as to be able 
to bear it.” A Moslem prisoner, a for¬ 
mer Minister, had employed a young 
secretary from his ministerial cabinet 


as a washerwoman” and he made her 
wash the uniforms and underwear of 
his Jewish friends. 

X came up to me during the walk 
and asked me: “Don’t you feel your¬ 
self becoming very snobbish in this out¬ 
fit?” It was all so absurd. 

Less so was the grouping of tin* 
“poor little Jews” and the Moslem 
Brothers. Among the Moslem Brothers 
there were many lawyers and doctors. 
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But they never approached their equals, 
the privileged Jewish doctors and law¬ 
yers. It was towards the Karaites that 
they were drawn. 

Was it their common language and 
customs, a feeling of religious identity? 
Or were the Moslem Brothers who 
burned synagogues fascinated by this 
phenomenon of the Jew who resembled 
them like a brother, who spoke their 
language and prayed like them? Every 
evening the kapos of the Moslem Bro¬ 
therhood were to be found outside the 
Jewish cells, talking through the bars 
to those whom Mr. Z called our bro¬ 
thers of the “Temple flagstone.” 

Neither did the Moslem Brothers 
ever talk to their pro-Western co¬ 
religionists in other cells. They gave 
the Jews advice, spared them the sur¬ 
prise of officers’ visits, settled their dis¬ 
putes, talk of Om Kalsum, of their fa¬ 
milies—all with that familiarity coup¬ 
led with the politeness and precedents 
typical of the petit-bourgeois of Arab 
cities. 

Cried Out Too Soon 

Then, as the “poor little Jews” had 
so naturally fraternised with the Mos¬ 
lem Brothers, their traditional political 
enemies, so they began to organise their 
relations with the officers. In Egypt 
the army, the administration, the catch¬ 
words are all based on secret conven¬ 
tions and a subtle game; right from the 
start the “poor Jews” entered it. 

The privileged Jews did not notice 
it at once. The “poor Jews,” like the 
Moslem Brothers, never protested. They 
found the blows and the cruelty quite 
natural. But the first weeks had been 
hard. The officers hit and hurt— 
until the day when little Ch— drew 
my attention to the shoes of Amr who 


was called Hitler. From the first day 

the “poor Jews” instinctively trifled 

with the pain. They played a comedy, 

cried out a second too soon and drew 

the officer into this parody of Buchen- 

wald which was being enacted 50 kilo- 

0 

metres as the crow flies beyond the 
Israeli lines. 

With a minimum of common sense 
I could have found this out at once. 
One thing I had noticed: when the of¬ 
ficers hit, the Jews yelled a little too 
hard, a little too fast, the officer’s 
frown was a little too “terrifying,” his 
voice oversolemn and bombastic. “To 
shake the dignity of the guardian is 
almost like shaking the dignity of the 
law,” said Kafka. 

I found these grimaces absurd, one 
more absurdity in the long series of 
absurdities that had begun in May. On 
the contrary it was a serious, almost 
desperate tragedy that was being play¬ 
ed out there. The “poor Jews” had ar¬ 
rived at Abu Zaabal naked, surrendered 
up without defence to their enemies 
the Moslem Brothers and the special 
service officers who in the camps had 
permission to kill. To take the sting 
out of the tragedy, to turn it into a 
farce—that was the way to win. I 
reached this conclusion only a few days 
after my release, after I had found 
out what had happened before my 
imprisonment. 

It Began Before Aqaba 

It all began in May before the war, 
before Aqaba. At the beginning of 
May the Jews connected with or em¬ 
ployed by the public institutions re¬ 
ceived a letter sending them on vaca¬ 
tion for an unlimited period, and then 
a second dismissing them. Their bank 
accounts were blocked. 





When with outstretched arms Nas¬ 
ser said during his press conference: 
“To the Jews we say ‘Come’/’ the 
Jews were not even concerned that for 
the first time in fifteen years Nasser 
had not said “Zionist” or “Israeli” but 
“Jew.” They knew. This time there 
would be no legal fiction. With Aqaba 
blocked, war must break out. This 
time they knew they would be ar¬ 
rested as in 1948 and 1956, but it 
would no longer be imprisonment at 
the Hukstep or Abassieh camps. In 
1948 and 1956 anti-Semitism was still 

courteous. This time they would not 
simply be given as fodder to the spe¬ 
cial services. It would not be enough to 
leave everything—homes, cars, carpets 
—to the officers of Section 94. The 
auction room in Nemr Street, whose 
owner was a member of the Jewish 
community and whose shadow-partner, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chaaraoui, was Di¬ 
rector of the Department for Jewish 
Problems, would no longer be the 
shortest route from prison to Paris. 
There would be something else, but 
what? 

Five Minutes ... 

In 1948 there were 76,000 Jews in 
Egypt. Now there are no more that 
2,000, women and children included. 
Since 1948 not one had been expelled 
without having consented to his pos¬ 
sessions being plundered and pillaged, 
a process organized by the police. And 
no one asked the big police chiefs who 
had been the prior owner of their mo¬ 
tor car; pr the previous occupant of 
their apartment. On the morning of 
5th June, swarms of secret police agents 
left the basements of the political police 
headquarters and spread out through 
the city. “Five minutes,” they said. 


“It’s nothing, a mere formality. You 
will be back in five minutes.” 

It sounded like a round-up and the 
last days of Pompeii. By sunset over 
300 Jews were piled into the police 
stations. They had left their businesses, 
and their wives and children of whom 
they were to have no news until the 
end of August. Soon they were 350. 

“Five minutes” for the man with 
one leg, for the Jewish doctor from 
Turah prison who was operating on a 
prisoner, for G. H. who was parking 
his car beside the pavement. Five mi¬ 
nutes for the Chief Rabbi of Alexan¬ 
dria, five minutes for M. H. who was 
preparing an injection: his mother was 
dying, his wife about to give birth. He 
placed the syringe in boiling water and 
followed the policeman. It was only at 
Abu Zaabal that he learned that his 
mother had died. Five minutes, from 
eight in the morning till the evening 
for 350 Jews, not a single one more. 
That was the quota fixed by the special 
services. 

At the mental asylum in Alexandria 
they had to find a shirt and a pair 
of trousers for M. S. He couldn’t fol¬ 
low the policeman in a strait-jacket. 
At Abu Zaabal, M. S. in a flash of 
lucidity said to the doctor, a Moslem 
Brother: “No, doctor, you can’t do 
anything for me. You’ve been here for 

thirteen years. You’re crazier than I 

. , , »» 
am. 

D. H., another lunatic who was ar¬ 
rested, thought he was God. We slept 
side by side at No. 17, Stalag 17. He 
got up in the night, gripped the bars 
on the door and yelled: “I am a free 
man!” Every day at prayer time came 
the crisis. “Don’t pray, don’t pray, I 
tell you. I am God.” 

Five minutes for the three P. bro- 
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thers whom the police picked up from 
the examination table in the hall of 
the Faculty of Medicine. Five minutes 
for M. the beggar, who plied his trade 
in front of the police station at Bab 
Charki in Alexandria. All he had to 
do was to go to the other side of the 
wall. 


... Or Five Years? 

But they were not all like M. They 
all left money, a car, offices, cheques 
to be signed, and disappeared. But they 
all knew quite well that five minutes 
(khamsa) in Arabic could mean five 
minutes or five years. They are still at 
Abu Zaabal. Nearly all of them learned 
in July or August that their furniture 
and possessions had been sold by auc¬ 
tion. Nearly all of them shrugged their 
shoulders and. found it all quite na¬ 
tural. What they didn’t understand 
were the blows, the torture. On 5th 
June, in the evening, the officer on duty 

Muski police station had 
tached a butcher’s hook to his switch. 
As soon as a Jew arrived, he ordered 
him stand with his back to the wall, 
place the hook between his shoulder- 
blades and pulled with a sharp move¬ 
ment. Everything came away—skin, 
flesh and all. A woman who had fol¬ 


lowed 


husband and protested 


against his arrest was whipped, 
had “too much” money on him—seven¬ 
teen pounds. The officer tore up the 

% 

serial numbers and gave the wad back 


after 


had tranmpled 


spectacles under foot. 

Mr. Z, 69 years old, was shut up 
from 5th to 6th June without food or 
water in a hole fifty centimetres square. 

asking 


had 


brilliant idea 


why he had been arrested. 

Also at the Muski station two agents 


<( 


had committed sodomy on little Y. on 
officers’ orders. His mother was there. 
Horrified, she ran to the Spanish Em¬ 
bassy. The ambassador dashed to the 
police station, flew into a rage that 
was far from diplomatic and snatched 
little Y. from the cell. At other stations 
there were other eighteen-year-olds. 
They were not Spanish. The only ones 
who flew into a rage were those whose 
advances” they resisted. 

At the Old Cairo police station a 
73-year-old doctor who asked to tele¬ 
phone his lawyer was politely accom¬ 
panied to the booth. But it was not a 
telephone booth: he was joined by a 
convict. The police blocked the door. 
The Jews who were in neighbouring 
cells heard the doctor moan for a whole 
hour. Then he came out: he was hold¬ 
ing his trousers in his hands. He said 
nothing but all night his companions 
heard him crying. 


Leaders and Lunatics 


evening of 


June, 


Mohammed Fayek announced over the 
radio that the first prisoners taken by 
Egypt would be arriving that night at 
Cairo railway station and that, if Is¬ 
rael had taken Egyptian prisoners, 
Egypt had nothing to envy it for. 

Mohamed Fayek’s pun sent 
crowds rushing to Cairo station. On 
8th June, at 6 o’clock in the evening, 
a long line of old people, children and 
cripples who had been arrested' 
Alexandria got off the train from that 
city. They descended in pairs, hand¬ 
cuffed, and crouched on platform No. 

to be pushed round by the crowd 
which the police could not longer con¬ 
trol. 

First in the line were the Chief Rab¬ 
bi, president, vice-president and secre- 
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tary of the Alexandria Jewish commu¬ 
nity. Behind came school children, lu¬ 
natics from the asylum, a man who 
was deaf and dumb and the certified 
undertaker’s assistant who himself had 
one foot in the grave and whom the 
police, in accordance with who-knows- 
what regulation, had deprived of his 
wooden leg. 

Pushed, shoved, spat upon, the Jews 
of Alexandria were saved from being 
stoned only thanks to the presence 
of mind of one of the officers. They 
were piled into Black Marias which 
drove without headlights to Abu Za- 
abal. And that was the Night of the 
Long Knives. 

Night of the Long Knives 

Mr. Z. told us about the Night of 
the Long Knives. The Black Marias 
arrived at Abu Zaabal during the night. 
The officers were waiting for them at 
the foot of the trucks whose rails were 
too high. The prisoners were ordered 
to jump. Chained, they jumped two 
by two, rolled on the ground, were 
beaten and then packed into the yard, 
''Touching in front of the sewerage man¬ 
holes. From eight in the evening till 
six in the morning they remained there, 
hunched on their heels. Every hour an 
officer passed and beat them with a 
palm branch. The Chief Rabbi was 
crucified on the bars of the main gate 
and beaten till he lost consciousness. 
After the thrashing another officer 
came. He climbed onto their shoulders 
and ran back and forward on top of 
them. If one of the crouched men 
leaned against his neighbour, he was 
thrashed. By three in the morning ma¬ 
ny of the Jews were unconscious. 

Towards four in the morning the of¬ 
ficers put up a table, and the kapos 


brought long kitchen knives which they 
laid on white sheets. “They are going 
to cut our throats,” said the Chief 
Rabbi. “Pass the word: pray ...” 

All the Jews began to pray. They 
prayed till dawn. After the knives came 
great receptacles full of boiling water. 
The Jews kept on praying. The of¬ 
ficers were dressed in pyjamas. Mass 
hallucination? Mr. Z. stated that that 
night he had seen two young women 
shrieking with laughter when the of¬ 
ficers said: “Would you like to slit a 
throat yourself?” 

Dr. G. was still more certain. He 
had heard an officer say to one of the 
women: “It was a good idea of mine 
to invite you to see Jews like that, 
wasn’t it?” 

At dawn the telephone rang in the 
commandant’s office. The Jews, who all 
the while had not ceased to pray, were 
then sent to their cells. They slept till 
the evening without food or drink. 

During that night, towards three 
o’clock in the morning, Officer Amr 
had called I. D. out and ordered him 
to go upstairs, following him with his 
switch as he went. In the darkness I. D. 
fell. Amr beat him. Then he ordered 
him to enter a dark, open cell. He 
closed the door and as he did so gave 
an order to someone who was ostensibly 
concealed in the shadows inside: “Rape 
him, Morgane.” 

It was dark. Morgane was a Su¬ 
danese name. All night I. D. stayed on 
the alert. It was to be the longest night 
of his life. At dawn he realized that 
the officer had been joking: he was 
alone in the cell. lie lost consciousness. 
The officers must have had a good 
laugh later. 

Ratshad-callcd-Thundcr, Amr-called- 

* 

Hitler, Rifaat, Alxlel Latif, Essam, the 


















strong man with the eunuch’s voice, 
and Abdel Aal Saluma, the comman¬ 
dant—they were our torturers. It was 
Rifaat who came up three times a day 
and made us jump and run and shout 
that we were perverts. He would lay 
his switch on each prisoner’s Adam’s 
apple and chuckle when we began to 
hiccup. Rifaat had so well accustomed 
us to the thrashing times that we were 
uneasy on the days he didn’t come. 

It was Amr who on the first night 
had hung up Nafusi, Chief Rabbi of 
Alexandria, with his arms outstretched 
like a cross, and had given him a 
hundred strokes with his stick, saying: 
“Jew, y° u are crucified ...” 

It was Essam who ordered the pri¬ 
soners to stand opposite one another 
and slap each other’s faces. We all 
slapped old men. We all took a few 
“walks” with our noses stuck into the 
behind of an old president of the Bar¬ 
risters Association or a doctor who was 
a grandfather three times over. That 
was called “making a chain.” It was 
Amr who had packed us in groups of 
seventy into cells made for thirty. It 
was Amr who made Mr. Z. sing a 
children’s song, “Kotati Saghira ” with 
actions and smirks. It was Amr who 
made Dr. G., who suffered from cox- 
algia, jump up and down on the spot 
and sing “Do, re, mi...” 

It was Rashad who made us run, 
shouting “I am a pervert... My name 
is Zanuba!” But it was at the eunuch 
Essam, who called the sick Jews “So¬ 
domites,” that a Palestinian Moslem 
yelled one night: “Sodomites, son of 
Pharaoh! But it was the Jews who 
brought you to your knees! What would 
you have called them if you had won 
the war?!” 

I didn’t sec Cell 22 whipped until 


three prisoners were brought in to the 
infirmary. But I was there when a po¬ 
liceman gave a hundred strokes of the 
belt to J.B. on officer’s orders. The of¬ 
ficer ordered the policeman to beat 
until young J. B. asked for mercy. He 
fainted, his teeth clenched. “I have a 
son your age. I pray to God that he is 
like you,” said the policeman to J. B., 
who was lying on the flagstones. 

Isolated from the World 

Every morning before the dish of 
runner beans which the Moslem Bro¬ 
thers prepared and which was always 
very good, one of our Jews would climb 
onto the toilets and try to catch a few 
wisps of news from the officers’ radio. 
We got no news. It was as though we 
were lost on the high seas. When we 
heard the cells near the staircase shout 
“Entebah.” (“Present arms!”) we 
knew it was nearly ten o’clock. Until 
midday it was the incessant “Long live 
Nasser!”, “Long live the Revolution!”, 
“Down with America, long live 
France!” 

The cells danced about, sang Arab 
nursery rhymes in chorus, friends slap¬ 
ped each other in the face. Prisoners 
in their underpants came out by turns 
in groups of five or six and galloped 
in the passageways until they were out 
of breath. When our turn arrived we 
were grateful to be given a thrashing 
and get it over. B., son of a gunsmith, 
had a weak bladder. He ran two or 
three times to the toilet and was al¬ 
ways getting caught by the officer. Each 
time he got a thrashing. It was tedious. 

It was Amr who thrashed to death 
little I., who thought the cell was a 
swimming pool and would climb onto 
an upturned bucket and dive into us. 
We protested; his father, who was in 
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jhe same cell, was indignant, then lie 
collapsed into tears. Little I. had come 
out of a mental home. He had dared 
to show Amr-called-Hitler a glass in 
which a runner bean, a flower and a 
midge were floating. ‘‘Last night I put 
the bean and the flower in water and 
look what they made together.” And 
he showed him the midge. Little I. 
spent two days in the infirmary because 
of a midge. 

‘He’s My Brother!’ 

It was Rashad-called-Thundcr who 
came into our cell one morning and 
ordered two boys whom he picked out 
at random to undress. Then he told 
one of them to bond down with his 
face to the wall and after he had given 
a few blows of the switch to the other, 
ordered him to commit sodomy on his 


companion 


We 


One of the 


young boys suddenly broke into sobs: 
‘‘I can’t. He’s my brother!” They were 
the B. brothers. Their father was there 
too. Rashad aimed at him between the 
eyes: “You haven’t seen a thing, have 
you?” The father, with the palm 


branch between his eyes, said he had 
seen nothing. 

The thrashing had the great ad¬ 


vantage of keeping the cells quiet for 
an hour. Three times a day it was held 
like a ritual, a kind of low mass. After- 
wards the quarrel and pettiness began 
again. They were no less tedious. 

Amr-called-Hitler, Rifaat, Rashad 
entered, whipped. The Jews moaned. 
With one stroke of the wand, the Arab 
superman changed these yelling con¬ 
federates into the Israel Army begging 
for mercy ... 

I was released from Abu Zaabal on 
4th September. The cells gave me the 
traditional farewell party. From one 
cell to another, through the bars, I 
heard: “Brothers, do you know who 
is leaving us today?” And from the 
other cell the reply: “It is our brother 
from cell 24. Happy release, tnaa el 
salama, brother.” Moslem Brothers and 
Christian kapos came to embrace me. 
From the top of the passage Ch. wink¬ 
ed at me and waved his cap. I gave 
him a military salute. 

I spent another few days in the Bar¬ 
rages prison and a few hours at the 
Citadelle. At the passport office Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Minchaoui, a little em¬ 
barrassed, had one morning made me 
sign the relinquishment: I was no 
longer Egyptian. I left... 
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The New York Times, 

1 November 1968: 

GRAND RABBI OF CAIRO 
DISCUSSES DWINDLING 
COMMUNITY OF JEWS 

By Eric Pace 


(Special to the New York Times) 

Cairo, Oct. 31. — The Grand Rabbi 
of Cairo said last week that as far as 
is known only one child was bom into 
Egypt’s dwindling Jewish community 
this year. 

The Rabbi, Haim Douek, said that 
this was so in part because about 225 
men, mostly heads of families, had 
been imprisoned since the war last 
year. 

“I hope that in the future the si¬ 
tuation will improve and the communi¬ 
ty will become prosperous again,” Rab¬ 
bi Douek said during an interview in 
his austere study here. 

The rabbi said the community now 
numbered 2,000, twice as many as some 
foreign experts have reported, but far 
below the 80,000 members of 20 years 
ago. He confirmed reports that no 
Egyptian or stateless Jews had been al¬ 
lowed to leave the country in recent 
weeks, but said he did not know why. 

A frail, white-bearded scholar, Rabbi 
Douek said he was only about the 50th 
Grand Rabbi since the time of Mai- 
monides, the great Jewish philosopher 

of 12th-century Cairo. 

Official Is Present 

Rabbi Douek spoke in French and in 
Arabic, which was translated by an 
aide, The interview was attended by a 
Christian official of the Information 
Ministry, which had made the arrange¬ 
ments, as is customary in Cairo since 
the war. 

The official addressed the rabbi as 
“Your Eminence” and bowed low after 
striding across the study’s shabby orien¬ 
tal carpets. A gilt-framed portrait of 
President Gamal Abdel Nasser smiled 
down from the wall. 

Beneath it sat the rabbi, pale and 








stooped, wearing a black skullcap and 
a brown business suit. 

Sipping tea, he reported that about 
100 Jews, including sonic who were 
stateless and some with Egyptian na¬ 
tionality, had been permitted to leave 
the United Arab Republic this year, 
but none in these categories since Sept. 
9. He chose his words carefully as he 
observed: 

Wants to See Minister 

“Since this date certain people of the 
Jewish community have presented 
themselves (to the Egyptian authori¬ 
ties) to complete the formalities for 
emigration, but these formalities have 
been postponed without precise rea¬ 
sons being given.” 

“There is no official decision on this 
subject forbidding the departure of the 
Jews,” he continued, adding: “This 
could be temporary. We do not know.” 

Rabbi Douck said he wanted to con¬ 
fer with Sharawy Gomaa, the Interior 
Minister, “to find out the reason for 
the postponement,” but that a date 
had not been set. 

Asked how many Jews wanted to 
leave the United Arab Republic, he 
smiled gently, made an arch of his 
thumbs, and remarked, “I suppose that 
the interned ones would like to leave.” 

He said there were Jews, generally 
with Egyptian nationality, who wanted 
to stay. 

Emigration to the United States and 
elsewhere has depleted the community 
since the Arab-Israeli war of 1948. Of 
those who remain, the majority arc 
stateless, the rabbi said. A small num¬ 
ber have Egyptian citizenship and 
others have European passports. 


By Rabbi Douek’s count a total of 
about 350 Jews, including 100 who had 
been interned, have left the country 
since the 1967 war. This is a third of 
the number reported by some foreign 
experts. 

The rabbi said that five Jews with 
foreign passports had been permitted 
to leave the country since Sept. 9. 

Now, he reported, about 900 Sephar¬ 
dic and Ashkenazic Jews remain in 
Cairo, along with about 300 Karaites, 
members of a fundamentalist Jewish 
sect who do not recognize the rabbi’s 
authority as religious leader of the 
country’s Jews. The remainder, all non- 
Karaites, are in Alexandria. 

25 Synagogues Closed 

The rabbi said that about 80 Ka¬ 
raites were among the 225 prisoners. 
He did not discuss the reason for the 
prisoners’ arrest, during the June war, 
or the circumstances of their detention. 

They are understood to be in a pri¬ 
son in the Cairo area; however, Egyp¬ 
tian officials contend they are being 
held for security reasons and not out 
of rancor toward the community, which 
was notable for its vigor and distinction 
in past decades. 

Now 25 of the country’s 30 syna¬ 
gogues arc closed and the Jews who re¬ 
main in Cairo are scattered in small 
groups in various quarters of the city. 
Traditionally they have mainly been 

small businessmen. 

The rabbi’s office is in the basement 
of a building that used to house a 
Jewish-run school. It is now leased by 
the community to the Ministry of- 
Education, which uses it for public 
school classes. 
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Nigerian Tribune, 25 October 1968: 

1,000 JEWS 
MAY NOT LEAVE EGYPT 

Egypt has forbidden the departure 


1,000 Jews 


remaining 


the country, including about 230 who 
are held in jail, says a report by the 
American Jewish Committee. 


Jewish 


Je 


countries says that this is the first time 
Egypt has held Jews hostage. 


After 


1948 and 1956 conflicts 


with Israel the Jewish population drop¬ 
ped from 80,000 to about 2,500 at the 

outbreak 

the cease fire about 1,500 more were 


Six-Day War. After 


expelled 

About 


voluntarily. 

Jewish men have been 


held in jail, first at Abou Zaabal and 
now at Tourah, for the past 15 months 
without being charged, the committee 
disclosed. 

The Egyptian Government refuses 


spbcial representatives 
U.N., Red Cross or lawyers visit 
prisoners. Despite public promises by 

Interior Minister, no Jews have 
been freed since December 23 last year. 

In Iraq, says the American Jewish 
Committee, the 2,500 Jews are in an 
“increasingly dire situation.” A hund¬ 
red heads of families and community 
leaders have been arrested and 26 of 
them are still in jail. Iraq has also im¬ 
posed a ban on emigration and forbids 


Jews 


property 


supplement 


their now meagre earnings. 

Wide-scale arrests are reported 
Syria, where Jews have been evicted 


from their homes 


make way 


Arab refugees, and the Jewish school 
in Damascus has been closed. 

The committee says that Egypt, Iraq, 
and Syria arc flagrantly violating basic 
human rights, treating their Jewish 
communities as aliens or enemies and 
refusing any U.N. investigation into 
their plight. 
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Los Angeles Times, 15 June 1967: 

JEWS REPORTED KILLED 
BY ARAB MOBS IN LIBYA 

By Waverley Root 


(Exclusive to The Times from the 

Washington Post) 

Paris. — At least six Jews and prob¬ 
ably more have been murdered in Libya 
by Arab mobs who ransacked and set 
fire to all Jewish shops in Tripoli and 
then began seeking out Jewish apart¬ 
ments to burn, the European office of 
the American Jewish Committee re¬ 
ported here Wednesday on the basis of 
accounts by refugees. 

Jews in the city—about 4,500 in 
number, it is estimated—are panic- 
stricken and barricaded in their homes 
and dare not go out for food as spo¬ 
radic attacks continue, refugees re¬ 
ported. 

In Egypt, the committee was told, 
all able-bodied Jewish men of every 
nationality between the ages of 20 and 
50—approximately 400 of a total Jew¬ 
ish population of 2,500 in Egypt—were 
rounded up by police the day the 
Arab-Israeli war began and were im¬ 
prisoned in jails at Abouzabel, Bar- 
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rages, Kasr-el-Nil and Tourah. Several 
were reported beaten and otherwise 
maltreated. 

About 75 of them of Italian, Greek 
and various South American nationali¬ 
ties subsequently were expelled from 
Egypt after intervention by various con¬ 
sulates. They have arrived by ship in 
Naples, Nicosia and other ports, the 
American Jewish Committee said. The 
families, however, are still said to be 

I 7 

in Egypt. 

According to the committee, this is 
the picture in Libya and Egypt. 

The most recent arrivals from Tri¬ 
poli report that police have put a few 
Libyan Jews into the Castello fortress 
on the outskirts of the city as a mea¬ 
sure of protection. Though Libyan ar¬ 
med forces, police and firemen sought 
to control the demonstrations that 
raged in downtown Tripoli the day 
after war broke out, they purposely de¬ 
layed in coming to the aid of Jewish- 
owned shops, apartments and theater 
that had been set afire, reported one 
refugee. He said he listened to short¬ 
wave police broadcasting during the 
riots. 

Little is known of the fate of the 
some 250 Jews who live in Libya’s 
other major city, Benghazi. An early 
report had it that Libyan police had 
rounded up the entire Jewish com¬ 
munity and put them in an army bar¬ 
racks. This could not be c onfirmed. 

Jews arriving from Egypt assert that 
about three weeks ago the Egyptian 
government drew up a registry of every 
Jew in the country. When war broke 
out, the able-bodied Jewish males were 
immediately arrested and taken to pri¬ 
son as they were, so that some spent 
their (?) in jail and were later expelled 
from the country in pajamas. 





(Translation) 


IRAQ (LAW 


Amending Law Supplementary to Law for the Supervision and 
Management of the Properties of the Denationalized Jews No. 12 of 1951 

In the name of the People 
The Presidency of the Republic 

In accordance with the provision of Article 44 of the Interim Constitution and 
on the suggestion of the Minister of the Interior, approved by the Council of Min¬ 
isters, the following Law has been ratified: 

Article I 

Paragraph (6) of Article VII of Law No. 12 of 1951 as amended shall be cancelled 


and substituted by the following: 

6. When this Law comes 
Waqf authorities and Nota 


the Land Registration Departments, 


Je 


from carrying out on such properties any transaction which involves the 
transfer, donation, mortgage, liquidation of joint ownership, selling by execu¬ 
tion, making a lien as a security against a debt, bequest, rental for more than 
one year, causing an attachment or obligation. Also abstain from making 
any disposition or transaction which would result in such properties being 
transferred from the Jew’s ownership even if the transaction is based on an 
irrevocable power of attorney with a fixed date which was granted before 
this Law comes into effect, or based on any other legal documents. The 
Minister of the Interior may permit the transaction to be carried out if he 

is satisfied that it is not fictitious. 


Article II 


The following paragraph shall be added to Article VII of the above Law and 
shall form paragraph (8) thereof: 


8 . 


Minister 


with any of paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of this Article, he may decide that the 

• -_ - A ^ 


Jc 


Minister 


one who is authorized by him. 

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) above shall apply to all other transac¬ 
tions and dispositions which would result in sums being payable to a Jew as 
a consideration, excluding salaries and wages which do not exceed 100 Iraqi 
dinars per month. The official and semi-official departments, companies and 
establishments should not pay the amounts due to any Jew in respect of such 


Minister 


Article III 


This Law shall come into force as from the date of its issue in the Government 
Gazette. Its provisions shall apply to all the transactions and dispositions which 
were carried out before the date of its enforcement without receiving the amounts 

due in respect thereof. 

Article IV 


The Ministi 
Written in ] 
Ministers 


Minister 


President of the Republic 
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(Original Document on Pages 41 and 42) 


(T ranslation) 

THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ (LAW NO. 64 OF 1967) 

Amending Law Supplementary to Law for the Supervision and 

Management of the Properties of the Denationalized Jews No. 12 of 1951 
In the name of the People 

The Presidency of the Republic 

In accordance with the provisions of Article 44 of the Interim Constitution and 
on the suggestion of the Minister of the Interior, approved by the Council of 
Ministers, the following Law has been ratified: 

Article I 

The following paragraphs are to be added at the end of Article VII of the Law 
supplementary to the Law for the Supervision and Management of the Properties 
of the Denationalized Jews No. 12 of 1951: 

4. Evidence in support of what is mentioned in para. (1) of this Article shall 
not be accepted unless it is certified as required therein, and the date of its 
certification is one year prior to the date on which the Jew left Iraq legally, 
or left or attempted to leave illegally; or the date on which the authority 
concerned knew thereof, in the case of those covered by the provisions of 
Article V (a) and (b) of the above Law. 

5. (a) Execution. — Official and semi-official departments shall abstain 
from enforcing due commercial bills and bonds involving the admission by 
the Jew of a debt unless the creditor produces a certificate from the depart¬ 
ments concerned confirming that the Jew was present in Iraq when the bills 
or bonds were deposited for execution and during the notice period. In that 
case the execution is subject to the permission of the Minister of the Interior 
if he is satisfied that the transaction is not fictitious. This condition shall apply 
to all bills and bonds which have been deposited for execution after 31.3.1963 

but have not been fully collected, and shall cover the uncollected balances 
thereof. 

(b) Execution. — Official and semi-official departments shall abstain from 
executing the judgments issued by courts after 31.3.1963 on the Jew if these 
judgments are based on the Jew’s written or verbal admission or his refusal 
to take the oath, unless the beneficiary produces a certificate from competent 
offices to the effect that the defendant Jew was present in Iraq when the 
judgment was deposited for execution, and during the period of notice. In 
this case the execution is subject to the Minister of the Interior’s permission 
if he is satisfied that the judgment is not based on a fictitious transaction. 
This condition shall apply to all court judgments which have been deposited 
for execution after 31.3.1963 and cover the unexecuted part thereof. 

6. When this Law comes into force, the Land Registration Departments 
shall abstain from carrying out any transaction of sale, transfer, donation or 
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such properties as a security against a debt, bequest 


Jew 


such properties 


> well as any other disposition which would result in 
transferred from the Jew’s ownership even if such 


transaction is based on an irrevocable power of attorney with a fixed date, 
which was granted before this Law comes into effect, or based on any other 
legal document. The Minister of the Interior may permit the transaction to 
be carried out if he is convinced that it is not fictitious. 

7. After this Law comes into force, it is prohibited (for any person) to sell, 
mortgage, endorse or transfer the ownership of the shares belonging to a Jew 
in civil and commercial companies and also the nominal bonds of the State, 
unless satisfied of the transaction’s authenticity. 


Article II 


This Law shall come into force as from the date of its publication in the Govern¬ 
ment Gazette. 

Written in Baghdad on the 20th of Rabie A1 Awal 1387, the 28th of June 1967. 


Ministers 


President of the Republic 
and Prime Minister 


Reasons for the Promulgation of this Law: 

Due to the prevailing circumstances and to prevent the Jews from smuggling their 

properties out of Iraq by complicity or fictitious transactions, this Law has been 
promulgated. 

(Published in the Iraqi Government Gazette No. 1437 dated 11 July 1967) 
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Letter to UN Secretary-General U Thant 

The following is the text of a letter submitted to UN Secretary-General U 
Thant by the Israel Delegation on 31 May 1968: 

On instructions of my Government I have the honour to draw your attention to 
the continuing discrimination and persecution of Jews in Arab States, especially in 
Syria, Egypt and Iraq. 

Recent reports indicate that a particularly serious aggravation has occurred in the 
situation of the Jewish community in Iraq. The human rights of the Jews of Iraq, 
a community whose origin dates to biblical times, have been wilfully violated and 
suppressed for years. At the time when Israel attained its independence, 120,000 
of them became refugees and fled from Iraq to Israel. They were forced to leave 
behind all their properties, valued at many scores of millions of dollars. 

The Jews who remained in Iraq have been subjected to ever greater restrictions 
and deprivations. These have assumed alarmingly grave proportions since the hosti¬ 
lities of June 1967. The Iraqi Government has passed laws denying Jews their civil 
liberties, their freedom of movement and the possibility of employment. 

The Jews of Iraq are under constant fear for their lives. The Iraqi authorities, 
and particularly the secret police, threaten them even with murder. The authorities 
cut telephone lines leading to Jewish homes. Many have been arrested and released 
only after paying a high ransom for their lives. In one instance a Jewish girl was 
arrested, put into prison and repeatedly raped. She was later removed in a state 
of shock. Jewish students have been expelled from universities and schools. Jews 
have been dismissed from their jobs. 

The policy pursued by the Iraqi Government found expression in the following 
statement which appeared in the Iraqi daily, A-Thawra al-Arabiya , on 12 No¬ 
vember 1967: 

“The first thing that we must do to purge our ranks is to establish that the 
Jews living within Iraq shall be second-class citizens.” 

For the first time since the Nazi anti-Jewish laws during Hitler’s time, oppression 
of Jews has been formally promulgated in Iraqi legislation. 

On 3 March 1968, the Iraqi Government Gazette No. .1542 published Law No. 10 
entitled “Amending Law supplementary to Law for the Supervision and Manage¬ 
ment of the Properties of the Denationalized Jews, No. 12 of 1951.” 

The Law instructs the authorities concerned to abstain from carrying out or 
registering any transaction relating to immovable property belonging to a Jew, un¬ 
less the Minister of the Interior expressly allows it. Even then, the proceeds must 
be placed in a blocked bank account. This Law renders more stringent Amending 
Law No. 64 of 1967, adopted just after the Six-Day War. These Laws intensify 
the process of seizing Jewish property, begun after the 1948 war. Another provision 
of the above Law orders all Government and private offices and businesses not 
to pay out any sums “due to the Jew,” but to notify the Minister instead. Excepted 
are only salaries up to 100 dinars (180 dollars) per month. This is approximately 
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the salary now paid a beginning clerk and does not suffice to support a family. 
The Iraqi Government is thus given complete control over nearly all 
of income, except in the case of the most lowly paid employee. 


Jewish 


Government 


J 


# ^ J --- v**w^** 

lights and of Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Security Council. 

An end must be put to this revival of Hitlerite practices which require immediate 
international attention. 

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as an official document 
of the General Assembly and the Security Council. 

Yosef Tekoah 


> 


Testimony 


The following is the testimony of a 
young man, one of the Jews of Iraq 
who succeeded in escaping and 
reaching Israel. 

Name: Naji M. 

A ge: 

Occupation: Clerk in a foreign com¬ 
pany in Baghdad; today, a student 
in Israel. 

Present place of residence: Jerusa- 


The period that I went through in 
Iraq, from the time of the Six-Day War 
until I-succeeded in running away at 
the risk of my life, was a terrible one. 
This awful interval will not easily to 
forgotten by the Jews of Iraq, who are 
yearning to be granted permission to 
leave the country. 

flourishing Jewish commu¬ 


nity, which 


1940’s numbered 


over 130,000, there is now left a poor 


about 


tion was grave even before the onset 


of tension 


Middle East. The 


Iraqi Government enforces laws dis¬ 


criminating against 


field of 


human rights, freedom of movement, 
vocation and property. Before the out- 


Refugee 


break of lighting, the Iraqi authorities 

Arab population 


incite 


Jewish community. Tht 


began 
against 

incitements were broadcast over 
radio, on television and in the press. 
The community lived in dreadful fear. 
Crowds of Arabs began to congregate 
around the Jewish houses, making no 
attempt to hide their intent to attack 


e Jews a 

On 5 J 


crowd thirsting 


blood gathered around our house and 
began to shout: ‘Give us your women 


Moshe 


Moslem 


drove 

time 


happened 


there, and 


raging crowd away. From 
time, mobs would pass our 
J other Jewish houses, throw 
stones and bang furiously on the doors. 

not know what 


were afraid 


notify 


too, attack 


Police 
and put -us 


prison. In any case, there was no way 
for us to notify them since the tele¬ 
phone lines of Jews had been cut off. 
Thus we were left closed up in our 


houses 
out and 


two weeks, unable 

food. Occasionally we 


'1 
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glance through the windows and see 
Security Service people accompanied 
by armed policemen breaking into one 
of the Jewish houses by force and, to 
the accompaniment of insults and 
blows, taking the men to prison. On 
the eve of last Rosh Hashanah, the 
Iraqi Police arrested 100 Jews and put 
them in prison without a word of ex¬ 
planation. Some Jews were released 
after paying ransoms of considerable 
sums. When I left Baghdad, there were 
about 30 persons in the central prison 
there. I do not know about the women 
who were taken to prison except for 
one shocking case, that of our neigh¬ 
bour. This young girl was arrested by 
the Police because she was seen walk¬ 
ing in the streets of Baghdad in the 
company of an American woman ten 
days before the War. She was put in 
a prison for criminals, and only after 
she had fainted was she released. This 
case so shocked me that I decided to 
leave Iraq at any price, even if I had 
to risk my life. 

Police Help Mobs 

My father had a large clothing store. 
From the time the disturbances started 
on 5 June, he did not visit it, but, like 
all the rest of the Jews, remained shut 
up in his house. When the excitement 
of the inflamed mob in the streets of 
Baghdad subsided, he went to his store 
and found it looted and wrecked. We 
were afraid to notify the Police of 
what had happened, since we heard 
that the Jewish shops had been pillaged 
with their encouragement. I had work¬ 
ed as a clerk in a private company. 
Like the rest of the Jewish clerks, I 
received notice of dismissal, and so we 
were left in the house without earnings 
and without a provider. That is now 


the fate of the majority of the Jews of 
Iraq. We managed to subsist with the 
savings we had in the house, our de¬ 
posit in the bank having been con¬ 
fiscated by the authorities. 

The dreadful situation in the Iraqi 
streets and the hopeless situation at 
home led me to the decision to leave 
somehow. Through friends I contacted 
smugglers, to whom I handed over all 
my savings, and they smuggled me out 
of Iraq without informing anybody 
about it, not even my father and my 
mother. 

Up to now, only a few solitary Jews 
have succeeded in leaving Iraq. The 
Iraqi Government forbids the depar¬ 
ture of Jews, who serve as scapegoats 
in its attacks upon Jewry. In the Jew¬ 
ish community there is fervent hope 
of fleeing the country if only the chance 
is given. 

^Now I fear for the fate of my pa¬ 
rents. I am convinced that the only 
chance of helping them, and the other 
Jews still trapped there, lies in some¬ 
thing being done to induce the Iraqi 
Government to allow those who wish 
to leave the country to do so. 











In a document dated 16 May 1968, the United States Delegation at the 
United Nations declared: 


“Information on the Jews in Syria is limited. However, it is reliably reported 
that the Jews are being subjected to a variety of forms of harassment, discrimina¬ 
tion, and restriction. We are also aware that no Jews are seemingly allowed to 
leave the country and that most would leave if permitted .. . 

“... It is understood that the Secretary-GeneraPs representative will also look 
into and report on the situation of Jewish communities in Arab countries.. . we 
will make clear to the Secretary-General our specific interest in that aspect of his 
Representative’s mission.” 


SYRIAN BOYCOTT OF JEWISH BUSINESSES 





(Translation) 


The Syrian Arab Republic 
Ministry of Dfefence 
Armed Forces General Headquarters 
Administration Branch 

Department of Military Administration—Military Police Section 

No. 26/27/2 
fi February 1967 


Circular No. 4 


The 


Jewish merchants and their business 


addresses in Damascus. For security reasons, all army personnel are forbidden to 

deal with them. Anyone who violates these instructions is liable to the severest 
penalties. 

Jajati Waktash 
Jajati Waktash 
Jajati Waktash 
Salim El-Faksh 
Mussa Sadia 
Ibrahim Kamahji 
Ibrahim Waili 
Swed 

Zaki Kania 
Halabi, known as 
Hasbani and Haluf 


El-Fardousse Street 

El-Abad Street 

El-Salihia Street 

Shuhada 

Shuhada 

Shuhada 

Shuhada 

Sabaki 

Shaalan 

Shaalan 


clothes 

haberdashery 

blouses and materials 

materials 

materials 

materials 

second-hand clothes 
ladies’ tailor 
materials 
materials 
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Bambaji and Kamhaji 

Suk El-Hamidia 

oriental materials 

Mussa Dwer 

Suk El-Hamidia 

oriental materials 

Yusuf Bashta 

Suk El-Hayatin 

materials 

Mussa Loozia 

Suk Midhat Pasha 

clothes 

Albert Mardab 

Suk Midhat Pasha 

clothes 

Zaki Malah 

Suk El-Suf 

wool 

Hezkiel Ajami Yazdi 
Ajami Brothers 

Suk El-Sankaria 


(known as Yazdi) 

Huriya Street 


Albert Hanunu 

Huriya Street 

haberdashery 7 

Naulu and Kamau 

El-Kasa Street 

materials 

Sion Hashyafati 

El-Kasa Street 

materials 

Kasem Halabiye 

El-Kasa Street, east of 

w 

materials 

and sons 

French Hospital 


Hasbani and Haluf 

El-Kasa Street 

materials 

Sham’a Mrowa 

Bab-Toma 

materials 

Zaki Bambaji 

SaSabaki Street 

materials 

Mussa Mamrud 

Haboobi Street 

materials 

Yakub Kamau 

Suk El-Hamidia 

materials 

Ezra Kada 

Suk El-Hayatin 

materials 

Bifu Balas 

Suk El-Suf 

threads 

Albert and Kasem 
Salame 

Suk El-Suf 

threads 

Yusuf Roozia 

Suk El-Suf 

wool 

Shhada Kesfika 

Suk El-Shashia 

• 

Salim Zalta 

Suk El-Shashia 


Loozia Brothers 

Suk Nijme 

clothes 

Rafla Haluf 

El-Kasa Street 

materials 

Amash and Hasbani 

El-Kasa Street 

materials 

Yusuf Habati 

El-Kasa Street 

clothes 

Sion Kamahji 

Bab-Toma 

materials 

Bagdadi Mayor 

Maryamiye Church 

materials 

Yehya Hashyafati 

Jewish Quarter 

clothes (work-shop) 

Ksheifati and Hasbani 

Jewish Quarter 

clothes (work-shop) 

Kasem and Hasbani 

Jewish Quarter 

materials 

Mussa Salame 

Jewish Quarter 

copper-work 

Sion Nasri 

Jewish Quarter 

copper-work 

Salim Bagdadi 

Jews’ Street 

copper-work 

( 

—) Signed 
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Testimony of a 
Syrian Refugee 

The following is the testimony of 
a young man, one of the Jews of 
Syria who succeeded in getting out 
of the country and reaching Israel. 
Name: Yehezkel N. 

Age: 20 

Occupation: Labourer in a Damas¬ 
cus workshop 

Present place of residence: Holon, 
Israel 

* * * 

After the Six-Day War, there were 
a number of attempts by Syrian Jews 
to get away, but most of them failed. 
When I decided to flee, I did not know 
whether I would succeed, but I de¬ 
cided to risk it in any event, since there 
was no hope of any future whatsoever 
for me in Syria. After the War, many 
Jews, and I among them, were dis¬ 
missed from their work, left without a 
livelihood. At first, the Jewish com¬ 
munity helped needy brethren with 
money that it collected from Jewish 
contributions, but when the Govern¬ 
ment laid its hands on the community 
funds, there was no sense in collecting 
money for that purpose. The econo¬ 
mic situation of the Jews is very dif¬ 
ficult. Many of them are actually 
starving. I do not know how they 
will live if they have no earnings and 
no help from the community. 

In Damascus, there are two Jewish 
schools, one for boys and one for girls. 
All the Jewish teachers were dismissed 
and left without means, being forbid¬ 
den to engage in any other work. The 
atmosphere in the streets is frightful; 
since the War, my parents have stop¬ 


ped sending my sister to school for fear 
of her being assaulted, as happened to 
my uncle’s child. The Jewish quarter 
in Damascus, where my parents live, 
is now swarming with Police and Secret 
Service agents and Palestinians. The 
Jews in Syria are living in great fear, 
and all of them would like to leave 
the country. The Palestinians living 
inside the Jewish quarter molest the 
Jews all the time. If a Jew complains 
to the Police, the latter will always 
consider the Palestinian in the right. 
Among the Palestinians conspicuous in 

this molestation of the Jews is a family 
called El-Zura. 

The Jews are afraid to leave their 
homes at night. They only go out to 
conduct their business and do their 
purchases in daylight hours. They try 
to maintain contact with the Christ¬ 
ians, who sympathize with them and 
are ready to protect them from Mos¬ 
lem persecution. The Christian schools 
were closed, and in the Christian com¬ 
munity there is unemployment, too. 
When Bishop Hakim visited Damas¬ 
cus, Christians who told him about 
the plight of the community were ar¬ 
rested. 

False Accusations and Torture 

In the Syrian identification cards 
which we are required to carry, the 
word ‘J ew ’ appears in red, so that, 
among other objectives, the Jews will 
not*stray from the cities in which they 
reside. There have been cases of false 
accusations against Jews to the effect 
that they disobeyed the order limiting 
freedom of movement. My oldest bro¬ 
ther was arrested after the War and 
kept in prison for about nine months. 
Neighbours of ours who went out for 
a walk in Damascus were imprisoned 
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for ten days. When they were released 
one of them could no longer stand on 
his feet because of the treatment he 
had received in prison. The second 
said that he had been compelled to 
immerse himself in cold water through 
which an electric current was passed. 

The Syrian Government supplies the 
mobs with arms, and from time to time 
they run amok in the Jewish quarters, 
threaten the lives of Jews and take 
from them everything they can get 
hold of. The Syrian Government pub¬ 
lishes fabricated reports of the Jews’ 
situation being good, so as to prevent 
foreign intervention in its affairs. When 
the Red Cross people visited Damascus 
to find out about the position of the 
Jews, they were brought to Jewish 
homes in the presence of Syrian of¬ 
ficers, so that the Jews would tell them 


only what the authorities were inte¬ 
rested in having them say. 

The position of the Jews of Kamishli 
and Aleppo is worse than that of the 
Jews in Damascus. In Kamishli, a cur¬ 
few was imposed on them several times, 
and continued for several weeks. The 
Jews could not buy food and were 
compelled to ask their neighbours sec¬ 
retly to purchase food for them, lest 
they die of hunger. The phylacteries 
and other sacred articles of the Ka¬ 
mishli Jews were collected by a mal¬ 
icious Government official, who burned 
them in the town square before the 

eyes of all the Jews. 

The Jews of Syria need help urgent¬ 
ly. Their situation is grave and their 
existence wretched, and I do not know 
whether they will manage to go on 
living in this situation very much longer. 



51 




. Newsweek, 27 November 1967: 

THE MIDDLE EAST: EXODUS 

... In the North African cities of 
Tunis and Tripoli, thousands of Arab 
rioters went swarming through the 
narrow alleyways of the local Jewish 
ghettos ransacking shops and homes, 
gutting synagogues and attacking any 
Jews they could find. In Damascus, 
Syrian authorities cordoned off the 
Jewish quarter to prevent Arab rioters 
from getting in and the Jews from 
getting out. In Baghdad, the Iraqi state 
radio fanned public anger by broad¬ 
casting anti-Jewish quotes from the 
Koran. And in Cairo and Alexandria. 
Egyptian authorities arrested nearly 
every Jewish male over the age of 20. 

For the small Jewish minority living 
in Arab nations, these harassments were 
no new turn of events. Though some 
of their communities date back more 
than three millennia, Jewish life in 
the Moslem world has frequently been 
precarious. And while Arab spokesmen 
claim their fight is with Zionism, not 
Jews, the Jewish minority has always 
provided a convenient scapegoat for 
Arab humiliation in the chronic wars 
with Israel. 

As a result, hundreds of thousands 
of Jews have fled their native Arab 
lands, and, since 1948, a once-thriving 
community of more than 800,000 has 
dwindled to about 100,000. Many of 
the Jews who remain there were for¬ 
bidden to leave by the authorities for 
fear they would emigrate to Israel. In¬ 
deed, more than half a million Arab 
Jews 1 have emigrated to Israel, and 
Israeli officials often argue that they 
represent a fair exchange for the Pal- 
estime Arab refugees ... 

• In Syria, the fanatic Ba’athist 


regime has set up a 2.4-mile radius 
beyond which the Jews of the Damas¬ 
cus ghetto may not venture. The Jews’ 
telephones are tapped, their mail cen¬ 
sored, and they dare not communicate 
even with relatives in nearby Beirut.. . 

* Egypt’s 2,500 Jews fare no bet¬ 
ter. Though President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser cabled them his greetings dur- 
'ng the recent Jewish New Year, thr 
recipients considered it a rather poor 
joke. Within the first hours of the June 
war, 500—including the chief rabbi of 
Alexandria—had been rounded up and 
crammed into tiny white-walled cells 
in the Abu Za’abal prison near Is- 
mailia and the El Barga prison near 
Alexandria. Many detainees were beat¬ 
en and tortured. Subsequently, all Jew¬ 
ish property in Egypt was confiscated 
by the state. Some of the prisoners 
have been released, but the majority 
is still in jail... 

• While Iraq’s 3,000 Jews have 
long been subject to government re¬ 
strictions, their situation has deterior¬ 
ated harshly since the end of the war. 
Some 100 Jewish leaders are being held 
by Baghdad police, and the rest of the 
community is under virtual house ar¬ 
rest. Under instructions from the Iraqi 
Government, licenses to Jewish shop 
owners have been withdrawn; com¬ 
mercial firms have been ordered to fire 
all Jewish employees. The Jewish com¬ 
munity’s assets were frozen, and all 

Jews have been strictly forbidden to 
leave Iraq. 

® Though North African govern¬ 
ments sought to protect their Jewish 
communities, they were unable to pre¬ 
vent Arab mob passion from explod¬ 
ing into cruel persecutions in Libya, 
Morocco and Tunisia ... 
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Reprinted from the issue of November 27,1967 


THE MIDDLE EAST: 
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New York Post, 23 July 1968 : 

THANT ADOPTS 

ARAB POSITION 

By Michael J. Berlin 


UN Secretary General U Thant lias 
come down on the Arab side in a 
dispute over treatment of civilians in¬ 
volved in the Middle East war of 1967, 
the New York Post learned today. 

Since early this year, Arab repre¬ 
sentatives have been pressuring 
Secretary General to open a new in¬ 
vestigation of conditions of Arab civi¬ 
lians in Israeli-occupied areas. 
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Thant was authorized to investigate 
this ‘'humanitarian question” by reso¬ 
lutions of the Security Council and 
General Assembly, adopted in June 


and 



1967. 


Israel has been equally concerned 
er the treatment of Jewish commu¬ 


nities in Egypt 

taken 



, Syria and Iraq, and 
position that any UN 
investigation must look into these com¬ 
munities as well. 

Thant (unable to win acquiescence 
to such a two-pronged investigation) 
plans to issue a progress report later 

secret negotiations 


week 


on 


over his proposal to send a special “hu¬ 
manitarian” representative to the area, 
a UN spokesman said today. The re¬ 
port will contain Thant’s letters to the 
various ambassadors involved. 

According to one diplomat privy to 
Thant’s letters, the report will include 
Secretary General’s interpretation 
based on an opinion from the UN 


division—that 


Council and 


Assembly resolutions were not intended 
cover the Jewish communities 
Arab lands. 

This apparently is a turnabout from 
Thant’s public position, taken less than 
a year ago, when UN envoy Nils Gus- 


sing was sent to look into the Middle 
East civilian situation. 

At that time, Thant said that the 
resolutions “might properly be inter¬ 
preted as having application to the 
treatment... of both Arab and Jewish 
persons in the states directly concerned 
because of their participation in the 


war. 
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Gussing, in fact, had asked the Arab 
governments for their cooperation, and 
even was able to take a brief tour 
through Jewish shops in Damascus with 
Syrian government cooperation, just 
before his return to the UN last sum¬ 
mer. 

Now Syria has rejected UN inspec¬ 
tion of the conditions of its Jewish 
citizens. And Egypt and Iraq, both 
combatants in 1967, have withheld 
any positive response. 

Israel, informed of Thant’s apparent 
change of mind, has made no formal 
reply, but one is expected soon. 

Israel’s position is known to be that 
Secretariat is submitting to Arab 
pressure and using legalistic arguments 
as an excuse to justify, after the fact, 
a one-sided political decision. 

A UN spokesman had no comment 
on this contention ... 


Giornale d’ltalia, Rome, 1-2 October 1968: 

CURFEW AND JAIL FOR JEWS IN EGYPT, SYRIA AND IRAQ 


The Security Council of the United 
Nations has decided to send a Com¬ 


mission 
conditions 


Israel 


investigate 


Arabs 


occupied 


zones. Nothing to object, naturally, if 
the decision has a humanitarian cha¬ 
racter. The nomination of this Com¬ 
mission could at the most be considered 
superfluous, as there are no prohibited 


zones in Israel. Every part of Israel as 
well as every part of the occupied ter¬ 
ritories may be visited by anyone, in¬ 
cluding tourists. It would have been 
logical if, at the same time, the Secu- 


Council took 


similar decision 


with regard 


Jews living in Arab 


countries, who cannot be approached 
by anyone. 
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Regrettably, news regarding the con¬ 
ditions under which Jews live in the 
Middle East is very disturbing. 
Egypt there remain about 1,300 Jews: 
from among those, 200 heads of fa¬ 


milies have been locked 
maximum security prison of Al-Tura, 
without having ever stood trial. The 
banking account of the Jewish com¬ 
munity is blocked. Jews are not per¬ 
mitted to work or perform any re¬ 
munerative activity. They are obliged 
to live on desultory donations. 

In Syria, there are about 5,000 Jews: 


3,000 


Damascus, 1,500 in Aleppo 


and about 300 in Kemishli. All Jewish 
employees and teachers have been dis¬ 
missed. A shameful nightly curfew has 
been imposed on all members of the 
Jewish community from 10 p.m. 

Even more alarming appears the si¬ 
tuation in Iraq, where discriminatory 


laws have been promulgated; a special 
act authorizes the confiscation of Jew¬ 
ish property. Here, too, there is a cur- 


from 


p.m 


may 


his property or withdraw from his bank 


more than 


dinars a month. 


Sad messages, denouncing this situa¬ 


tion and calling 


humanitarian 


intervention, have been despatched to 
the President of the Security Council 
and the Secretary General of the UN, 
U Thant, by the Union of the Italian 
Jewish Communities and by the Na¬ 
tional Association of Deportees and Re¬ 
fugees from Egypt. 

It is to be hoped that the internatio¬ 
nal organs show themselves to be sen¬ 
sitive to the new drama through which 
Jewish communities in Arab countries 
—a drama which recalls to mind 
the persecutions which we hoped would 
by now have been banished for ever. 
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East African Standard, Tanzania, 
28 October 1968: 

U.A.R. HOLDS JEWS 

HOSTAGES 


Egypt has forbidden the departure of 


Je 


about 


in jail, according to a report by the 
American Jewish Committee. 

The committee’s report on 


this is 
Jews he 
After 


Je 


first 


Egypt 


with Israel, 


1948 and 1956 conflicts 

Jewish population 
dropped from 80,000 to about 2,500 
at the outbreak of the Six-Day War. 
About 1,500 more were expelled 
left voluntarily after the cease-fire. 

About 230 Jewish men have been 
held in jail, first at Abou Zaabal and 
then at Tourah, for the past 15 months, 
without being charged. Many are said 

to have been tortured and at least one 
has died. 

Permission for special representatives 
of the U.N., Red Cross or lawyers to 

been refused, 


visit 


prisoners 


the committee alleges. Despite public 


Je 


rior Minister, no 
been freed since 


December 23 last year. 


•A.R. holds 
Jews 

hostages 
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Indian Express, New Delhi, 
October 1968: 

PLIGHT 


BMViiRPli J E ws 

IN ARAB COUNTRIES 


Letters to the Editor 

one who would like to believe 
that Ghandhism is a live force in the 
country today, I seek the hospitality of 
your columns to publicize what is ob¬ 
viously a little known fact, in order that* 
our conscience be duly stirred. 

I refer to the plight of Jews in some 
countries of the Middle East today, 
i.e. Syria, the U.A.R. and Iraq, reports 
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of which, to say the least, make sad 
reading. 

should imagine that here is one 
instance regarding which a little know¬ 


ledge could 


very dangerous, 


unless the full facts are known, it would 
be easy—and of course convenient 
consider the issue with the usual poli¬ 
tical complacency. 

This is basically and essentially 
humanitarian issue, one that should 
transcend all political, diplomatic and 
international considerations. Suffering 
is a common human badge, 
Shakespeare once had occasion to re¬ 
mind us, the Jew and the non-Jew are 
cooled by the same winters and warm¬ 
ed by the same summers. 

Very significant, in this context, is 
assertion of Mr. Abba Eban, 
rael’s Foreign Minister, that “in 

our generation’s history, 
United Nations cannot in all conscience 


appear 


embrace 


doctrine that 


problems and hardships of com¬ 
munities and individuals are of inter¬ 
national concern unless 


commu¬ 


nities and individuals are Jewish.” 

world, 


From 


rest 


con- 


looming question is: Can 
science of humanity withstand, or sur¬ 
vive, one more assault upon it, an 


assault like the devastating one 
livered by those self-accused mass mur¬ 
derers whom we remember with 
shudder as the Nazis? This a question 

of particular concern 


that should 


justice-and-peace-loving India 
Gandhi and Nehru. 

For twenty centuries, Jews have been 


subjected 


discrimination and per¬ 


secution. They are tired of it. They 
are tired of seeing their brethren op¬ 


pressed and 


world standing 


idly. They are tired of being told that 
human rights are an international pro- 

that as the Nazis kept on 


blem 

repeating, 
an internal matter. 


persecution of Jews 


Will India raise her voice, for just¬ 


ice, for concord, 


dictates 


humanity? We should like to believe 
that “the long-term interests of Arabs 
and Jews can be better served 
complete removal of all causes of stress 
and animosity.” 


The first step ... would 


as¬ 


certain some peace-promoting data re¬ 
garding the state and status of Jews 
in Arab countries. Knowledge will be- 


understanding, and this 


turn 


will, let us all pray, usher in a much- 
needed era of peace. 


Bombay 


M.D. JAPHETH 


Plight 


Sir, ^ A . 

f° bellev* *.°°e whn 

I V fe*k° r g Uk ° 

sties# 


l Jews 
“Vries 


Arab 






s/i "a” 

r; fig?* . 

ISffiKsT'SS, “ 

Hess thp f °e very 


£ est $ of ^ at " 

Sfftor. 

* 


:«« v; 

Cau5 e« 

rioilxhr L lrst sten 


sssJ s 

in? o ed # e will Arab „ 

«JJ g n^ d this in**** Ut)d? Ut ‘ trie X 

era of ^ Us *er 


•V4 SjW! 

sz^'A. " 





Statement by Ambassador Yosef Tekoah 

in the Security Council 

The following is a passage from a statement by Mr. Yosef Tekoah, Perma¬ 
nent Israel Representative to the United Nations, in the Security Council, 

27 September 1968: 

The degree of deception and guile in the complaint before the Security Council f 

was demonstrated at our last meeting when certain delegations went to war against 
Istael s right of expression in this Council. The true attitude of these delegations 
to human rights was convincingly displayed when they threw themselves in fury 
upon the grief and pain born of the persecution of Jews. 

A quarter of a century after Hitler’s concentration camps were liquidated, Jews 
are lingering in Arab concentration camps again, but the self-appointed champions 
of human rights are trying to bar discussion of this tragedy by the United Nations, 
despite the fact that this tragedy occupies a prominent place in the documentation 
on which the complaint before the Council is based. Innocent Jews are being 
tortured again in prison, while in the Security Council the cry, “Point of Order!”, 
is sounded to prevent assistance to them. Entire Jewish communities, oppressed 
and discriminated, plead for help, only to be answered here by the cynical shout, 

“Point of Order!” Anti-Jewish legislation is promulgated and put into effect, but 

those to whom the invocation of human rights is but another political game scream, 

"Point of Order!” I 

For some years now the Security Council has been paralyzed by the veto and 
the mechanical weight of numbers in all questions concerning Israel’s basic rights. 

The world has become accustomed to the lack of equity and effectiveness in 
Council deliberations in which Israel is concerned. Lately, Security Council de¬ 
bates have been plagued by another malady, the irresponsible use of the device of 
Point of Order . This malady, if allowed to continue, threatens to curtail free¬ 
dom of expression in the Council and deteriorate our discussions to a point of farce. 

T he Arab delegations and their supporters have tried by devious arguments to 
dismiss the problem of oppression of Jews in the Arab States in the wake of the 
June 1967 hostilities. It is not the first time that they come before the Security 
Council proposing that justice and law be one-sided, that Israel be denied their 
application, and that justice and law do not fetter the Arab States in their aggres¬ 
sion against Israel. 

However, no callous misinterpretations, no cynical denials can screen the enormity 
of the tragedy that has befallen Jewry in the Arab States since June 1967. Their 
suffering, their tears, their agony, will not be suppressed by speeches or votes in 
the Security Council. The entire world is witness to their torment... I 













































Cable 


Thant 


from Refugee Associations 


The following is the text of a telegram sent by the Associations of Jews from 
Egypt, Iraq and Syria, addressed to the Secretary-General c 


United 


Nations on 1 October 1968: 


WE, THE LEADERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWS 


ISRAEL ORIGINAT¬ 


ING FROM EGYPT, IRAQ AND SYRIA, MEETING UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
ISRAELI SECTION OF WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS, EXPRESS OUR DEEP 
XIETY AT THE FATE OF OUR INNOCENT BROTHERS LANGUISHING IN PRI¬ 
SONS IN ARAB COUNTRIES. THE CONDITION GENERALLY OF OUR BROTHERS 
IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES HAS GREATLY WORSENED FOLLOWING THE SIX- 


DAY WAR. THE AUTHORITIES 


THE ARAB STATES PERSECUTE THEM, 


PREVENT THEM FROM EARNING A LIVELIHOOD, SEIZE THEIR PROPERTY, 
RESTRICT THEIR MOVEMENTS, WREAK VENGEANCE ON THEM AND HOLD 
THEM 
RALITY. 


POLITICAL HOSTAGES 


VIOLATION 


INTERNATIONAL MO- 


THE ARAB STATES HAVE REFUSED AND STILL REFUSE TO PERMIT IN¬ 


TERNATIONAL ORGANS SUCH 


THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS TO 


INSPECT THE CONDITION OF THE JEWS. THEY ALSO REFUSE TO PERMIT 
THE JEWS TO LEAVE THEIR COUNTRIES. THE REMNANTS OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES IN THE ARAB STATES SERVE AS SCAPEGOATS FOR THE ARAB 


RULERS WHO USE THEM TO DEFLECT THE ATTENTION 
DURING DIFFICULT PERIODS. 


THE MASSES 


IN THE NAME OF OUR OPPRESSED BROTHERS, CRUELLY PERSECUTED, WE 
CRY OUT TO THE WORLD’S CONSCIENCE AND CALL UPON THE UNITED 
NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL TO EXAMINE THEIR SITUATION, EASE THEIR 
LOT, AND MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO LEAVE THE ARAB STATES WHICH 
HAVE DENIED THEM HUMAN RIGHTS. WHILE SEVERE OPPRESSION IS WAGED 
AGAINST THE JEWS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, LET THERE BE NO REPETITION 
OF THAT CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE WHICH PREVAILED WHEN OUR BROTHERS 
IN EUROPE WERE DESTROYED. 


CHAIM GOSHEN, CHAIRMAN, ASSOCIATION OF JEWS FROM EGYPT 
SHIMON BEN YAACOB, SECRETARY, ASSOCIATION OF JEWS FROM IRAQ 
YAACOB ROFFE, CHAIRMAN, ASSOCIATION OF JEWS FROM SYRIA 
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Letter to U.N. Human Rights Committee 
from International Buddhist Association 

International Buddhist Association 
177, Deans Road 
Colombo 10, Ceylon 
18 October 1968 

Committee Human Rights 

United Nations Organization 
New York, U.S.A. 

Dear Sirs, 

% 

Re. Jewish Minorities in Iraq , Syria and Egypt 

We confirm our cable of even date reading as undernoted: 

MASSES OF BUDDHIST LAITY AND MAHA SANGHA IN CEYLON AND AROUND 
1 HE WORLD DEEPLY SHOCKED BY THE NEWS OF THE PREVAILING SITUATION 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS OF MINORITIES IN IRAQ SYRIA AND EGYPT BELONGING 
TO THE JEWISH FAITH STOP WE UNDERSTAND THESE MINORITIES HAVE 
BEEN ARRESTED AND INCARCERATED IN JAIL AND SUBJECTED TO CON¬ 
TINUOUS TORTURE AND SYSTEMATIC EXTERMINATION ON THE LINES OF 
THE HITLERIST REGIME IN GERMANY OF THESE HAPLESS JEWISH MINORI- 
1IES STOP EARNESTLY REQUEST AND BEG YOU TAKE IMMEDIATE AND 
MEANINGFUL ACTION TO INVESTIGATE AND PROBE THE SITUATION IN 
IHESE THREE COUNTRIES BY INTERNATIONAL AND IMPARTIAL BODY UNDER 
\ OUR CONTROL AND TAKE EFFECTIVE STEPS TO SAFEGUARD THE JEWISH 

MINORITIES IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY STOP CONFIRMATORY LETTER 
POSTED.” 

We Buddhists in Ceylon and the entire world view with abhorrence the situation 

of the Jewish minority in Iraq, Syria and Egypt. These things should not be allowed 

to happen in any part of the world by the United Nations Organization, if this 

world is to be a happier and humane place to live in. The preservation of life and 

the prevention of human torture is a most sacred of the teachings of the Enlightened 
One, the Gautama Buddha. 

Further, if this is not stopped immediately, minorities in other parts of the world 

will not be safe, and it will lead to torture and killings, and counter-torture and 

counter-killings will envelop the whole world and will lead to destruction and loss 
of life more devastating than a nuclear holocaust. 

You must, in the name of humanity, use all your power to put a stop to this 

sort of thing now and immediately. World opinion will laud and magnify your 
humanitarian work. 
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INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION 


177, Deans Road, Colombo 10. (Ceylon) 


President. 

WADEEB1-1ASINKA D. AMARAWANSA THERO 

General Secretary. 


Phone: 94154- 


U. DHAMMAJOTI THERO 3. A. (Hons.) Lona. registered 18th October, 1968 


Committee Human Rights, 

United Nations Organization, 
New York, 

U.S.A. 


Dear Sirs, 


Re: Jewish Minorities in Iraq, Syria & 

Ee vpt. 


We confirm our cable of even date reading as 
undernoted: 


OF BUDDHIST LAITY AND MAHA SANGHA II 
I AND AROUND THE WORLD DEEPLY SHOCK 
NEWS OF THE PREVAILING SITUATION ANI 
RIGHTS OF MINORITIES IN IRAQ SYRIA AND 


E LONG ENG 


WE 


We 


Organization will discharge their duties 
of these Jewish minorities. 

Thanking you, 


Human Rights of the United Nations 
humanity and safeguard the interests 


We 


Yours faithfully, 


W adeebhasinha 


Thero 


PRESIDENT 


International Buddhist Association 


Copy to His Excellency 

U Thant, 

Secretary General, 

United Nations Organization, 
New York, U.S.A. 


Dhainmajothi Thero 
General Secretary 
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December 2, 1968 


Mr. U-Thant, Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General: 

In the attached memorandum, we call to your attention situations 
in Egypt, Syria and Iraq representing continuing and serious 
infringements of human rights. 

We ask that this memorandum be treated as a communication on 
human rights under the provisions of Resolution 728F(XXVIIl) 
of the Economic and Social Council, paragraphs (b) and (e). 



ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(in U S ) 

LUIGI ANTONINI 
FRANCIS BIDDLE 
JOSEPH BUTTINGER 
JAMES B. CAREY 
LOUIS FISCHER 
KURT GROSSMANN 
DONALD HARRINGTON 
ANNE MINOR 
BORIS PREGEL 
VICTOR REUTHER 
JAMES N ROSENBERG 
SERAFINO ROMUALDI 
EGON SCHWELB 
BASIL VLAVIANOS 


(Abroad) 

GERMAN ARCINIEGAS 
FERNANDO ARGUELLO 
GERTRUDE BAER 
RAFAEL CALDERA 
C. W. CHANDLER 
N. C. CHATTERJEE 
FERNAND OEHOUSSE 
JOSE FIGUERES 
GEORGES FISCHER 
V. R. HAYA DE LA TORRE 
C. NAZIR AHMAO KHAN 

JEAN-FLAVIEN LAUVE 
AME LEROY 
BENJAMIN LAUREANO LUNA 
SALVADOR DE MAOARIAGA 
CHARLES MALIK 
NORMAN MANLEY 
LUIS MUNOZ MARIN 
ALAN PATON 
GIORGIO LA PIRA 
l PORTUONDO Y OE CASTRO 

PHAN HUY QUAT 
HANS RIESSER 
CARLOS P. ROMUIO 
LUIS ALBERTO SANCHEZ 
FRANK R. SCOn 
MICHAEL SCOTT 
J. J. SINGH 
JULIUS STONE 
SHINKICH! UNNO 
SfONC HI YIM 


In addition, Mr. Secretary-General, we ask that you employ 
your good offices with the governments concerned to alleviate 
the sufferings of these minorities, to guarantee them their 
rights to be free from injury and threat to their person 
and from arbitrary imprisonment, economic harassment, and 
deprivation of their rights to nationality and to emigrate. 


Sincerely yours, 



Roger N. Baldwin, Honorary President 


NATIONAL AFFILIATIO IN TWINTY TWO COUNTAI 
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MEMORANDUM TO THE HON. U THANT, SECRETARY-GENERAL 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

Submitted December 2, 1968 


VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHTS OF JEWS IN EGYPT, SYRIA AND IRAQ 

In recent months there have been infringements of the human- rights of Jews 
living in Egypt, Syria and Iraq, in violation of the spirit as well as the letter of 


Universal Declaration 


Human Rights. 


addition 


Declaration’s 


provisions prohibiting discrimination on racial or religious grounds and assuring 
the right to liberty and security of person, other specific provisions consistently and 


grossly violated include: article 


prohibiting arbitrary arrest and detention; 


articles 13 and 14, guaranteeing to everyone the right to freedom of movement 
within the borders of each state and the right of everyone to leave any country, 
including his own, and to seek in other countries asylum from persecution; article 


15, prohibiting arbitrary deprivation 


nationality; article 12, prohibiting ar¬ 


bitrary interference with privacy, family, home or correspondence; and article 17, 
guaranteeing to everyone the right to own and not to be arbitrarily deprived 
of property. 

Although the measures taken against the Jews have been intensified since the 
June 1967 War, many of them pre-date this conflict and cannot be viewed simply 
as an unfortunate but inevitable result thereof. 


Security Council Resolution 237 of June 


1967 empowered 


Secretary- 


General to dispatch a special representative to the Middle East to inquire into 
civilian welfare in the wake of the June War. On September 15 of that year, the 


Secretary-General stated that 


resolution could 


interpreted, in effect, 


include an examination of the condition of Jews in Arab countries as well as of 


Arabs in Israeli-occupied territories. Nils-Goran Gussing, 


Secretary-General’s 


Special Representative, attempted to make such an investigation, but the Arab 
governments concerned refused to co-operate. Largely because of Arab objections, 
Security Council Resolution 259 of September 27, 1968, defining the terms of a 








second mission 


Gussing, specifically restricted 


scope 


U 


Arab territories 


under military occupation by Israel.” This resolution was intended to end 
cussion of the interpretation of the earlier resolution and to limit the purview of 
the mission to Israel. 

It is emphasized that the fact that the subsequent Security Council resolution 
does not provide for an examination of the conditions of Jews in the Arab countries 
in no way obviates the need, on humanitarian grounds, for such an investigation. 

The information below comes from reliable sources, which, understandably, 
cannot be named. Since the countries involved have refused to permit observers 
to examine the situation, information is necessarily fragmentary. This very refusal 
speaks eloquently of the plight of the Jews in these countries.. . 

(The remainder of the Memorandum is devoted to a detailed enumeration 
of recent developments in various Arab countries, presenting facts and 
data already recorded elsewhere in this booklet.) 
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“The assembly expresses deep concern 

for the fate of the Jews remaining in Arab countries 

% _ 

particularly in Iraq Egypt and Syria... 


This assembly appeals to 
the conscience of the world 
the governments of the world 
international bodies 

and freedom- and justice-loving humanity 
to mobilize every possible means 
to prevent a repetition 
of the conspiracy of silence and 
of the slaughter of Jews.” 






(From Resolution adopted at rally of solidarity with Jews in Arab 
lands, held in Jerusalem on 24 December 1968, under auspices of 
World Jewish Congress, and cabled to UN Secretary-General 
U Thant on 21 December 1968) 
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